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Firm Footing for Communion: 


to betray their Truft or given unto 
to him in the relation and capacity, 


Togas a Pott-fcri 


not fimply but neceſſary al- 
ſſo (in point of Duty) for perſons baptized after the | 


new mode of Dipping, to continue Communion 
wah thoſe Churches, or imbodied Societies 
of Saints, of which they were Members 
‘before the faid ipping ; 


es of Officers, or sn Members, in thefe 


(reſpecively) b igh deferting theſe 


the pr 
Anfwer to the Forty weries about Churc 
f communion, Infant and after Baptiſm. e 


By Fobw Servant of God in the: Gofpe 1 
“Of his dear Son. 


~ Churches, is 2 fin hi 


in the fi 


htefG 
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et them return sete thee, but return not thew vnto theme. 


Truth! Gil. 5.7 


If there bea 


like minded, the fame be of one) 
mind Let. nothing be done : 


Phil. 2. Tt, 27 32 


Ma. tor Henry Gripps an 
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et, 


i becauſe they are 


all 
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145 


peiediie and facil 

| 


per ſons, with whom I have chiefly 


the nnresfonablenef and diffi , conviction in thoſe 


Ow thon wilt interpret, or accept of, tbe 

.Compiderations here prefented unto thee, 
know not. of my doubt ts, 

ut as ſo many candles 

me lighted up to fhew unto men the Sun. Ne- 

ier did my pen labor ina cauſe more ex- 

Het this (I confeſf) is fully balanced with 


to do. And ſince all! 
1 prep ought to be made by fomewhat more manifest and bet- 


ter knomn, then the concluſion in question , be whofetask 


mis to prove that twice two make four, muff needs have 


an bard Province io manage. My engagement in theſe 
Fapers is (upon the matter) only to prove, That ſeſus 


Chriſt dor not require of his Followers to be promife- 


breakers for bis fake (much lef for 4 Ceremonies fake) 
wen the matter of thefe promifes just, and holy, and 


made, and as in his own prefence, and unto perſons 


* 4 * * 


t 


pp 
¥ 


~ i 
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leaſt of all when thefe promifes have been 


in Faith and Holinef unto himſelf. It is apo- 
ie Maxim, maintained by the Confiftory of Rome, that 
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To the Reader. 


eft fervande. promi ſes ſhould not be kept with Saints and true Béleevers, 


that the cure of 4 mifufed and diſtempered fancy is i. 
drinn, little better then an hopelef undertaking; 


Providence out of courſe. However, my {mall pains in 


warde A> 


like impreßions of diftemper. 


} 


-* 


Peace, 


ſeldom atchie ved by art, or skill; fometimes by chance, or 


Fides cum Ppromiſes are not to be kept with Heretiques 0 but that 


and fo acknowledged , certainly is the apprehenſion an! 
conceit of a troubled and maimed fancy. And I confeſt 


teaching theſe Papers to [peak as they db, fhall be largely re- 
‘J if God fhall only pleafe to uſe them ts ieldy 
wherewith to defend thofe, which are yet whole and found; — 


° 
| 
7 
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1 e, to thee in the things. 
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1 M both of thy preſent, 
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ay 
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xs 


e it not fi pl lawful, but neceſſary alfo in point i 

Duty, for per ſons Baptized after the new mode of Dip- 
ing, to continue in Communion with thoſe Churches, or 
imbodied Societies of Saints, of which they mere Mem- 


bers before the [aid Dipping or Baptixing; and that to 
betray their Truft, or Faith given unto jeſus Chriſt to 


ſerve him in the relation and capacity, whether of Off- 
ers, or other Members in thefe Churches refpettively, 


inotable paſſages of 
= that God himfelf hath given a kind 
of Superintendency. or power of Regulation 
vunto the Law of N the dictates and du- 
ties thereof, over Inftitntions, and Ceremonial 
Commands, and the ubſervations of thefe ,. 
(even as he hath given adike power unto fome 
- over others, Mat. 12.5.) fo that when and whileft the 
-. Obfervation of an Iuſtitution or Ceremony eanaot take place, or 
x be practiſed, without trefpaffing upon fome branch. or other of 
the faid Law of Nature, then and fo long, the faid obfervation is 
God in fach a cafe, 


* . 3 
| | 
ONE 
* + ‘ — . ha / * | 
« 
} 
| 
° 


| 


broken, or diſparaged in the leat, Has ye not read (ſrieh dt 
Saviour to the Pharifecs) What David did When he paste 
geved,and they that wert with him, How bet entered into the Honfe 
of Ged,and did eat the foewbread, Which Was not lawful for lia ſo 
in ordinary cafes, ] seither for them Which Were With bim, 
forthe Prieſts only, Mit. 797. ‘And ſvon aſter : Nr e 
5 Sen of known What this meant, wil have mercy,and not [atrifice, 
man here, is Je world not bave condemned the guiltlefs,: Fer the Jun 
not meant ii Lord even of the Sabbath day. Agam, a few verſes ter: 
Chrift (per. hat man ſpall there be among you, that ſball have one ſbeep, and 
2 Pech if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, will le not lay hold on it, 
or And lift it out? How wnch then i aman better then afheep? 
mankind. See Blfewhere : If then bring thy gift tothe Altar, and there remem· 
“Hinge Gratis bereft that thy Brother bath ought againſt thee, Leave there thy 


: place ne 1 gift before the Alsar, and go thy Way x firſt be reconciled to thy 


4 

7 


„ for Church. Communian 


place, Brother, and then offer shy gift, Mat. 5. 23. 24. [Our Btetbren, 


ent account of in ſtead of reconciling themſeſves to theit Brethren, fall out with 
cis Expoſtti them, and then go and offer their gift of Dipping.) From the 
bon. fate lips in another place this dew of Heaven fallath: Tbe Sab- 
bath was made for man, and not mn for the Sabbath, Mark 2.27. 
Cireumcition was a great Inſtitution of God,and obedience unto it 
wmoſt ſtrictiy and foleamly commanded: Yet they to whom it was 
patticularly comeftanded, omitted the obfetvation and practiſo of 
it for forty years together; and this without any other watrant, 
diſpenſation, relaxation, or permiffion from God, but only that 
~~ which by the LightisidiLaw of Nature ſie granted unto them, and 
yet ara blameleſs. And yet it may be worthy confideration, that 

othe incurvenienes in Natute, 2 mean, the degree oi femare; pain, 


trouble, or danger in any kind, the prevention and dv oyding where- 
forbearance of Ciccumcſion during their cot ſo great 
but chive: in probability they Yate encfured 
Without the ofuny uf theit Tha of fater times, 
though rigid enoug bin their Doctrine conce the obfervation 
their Sabbach, yer have. this maxing; Paricalum vita: pellst 

ere to be in Sxtiptute, that Godigivethj any 
unto | 
the 
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: And why it thould née favour: of as much Chriftianity, and be 


; 8 principles of the Law of Nature, or to exempt any man from 


the performance of any duty required hereby. How much lefs will 
man, in pleading the neceffity of fubmitting to fuch 


dae juſtifie any 
a Cetemomp, which,or at leaft che neceſſitywy hereoſ, more probably. 
is of humane, then divine Inſtitution, by way of bar to the pet- 


formance of fach duties; which the Moral es che Lawof 


Nature it ſelf, requireth? Therefore inexcufeable ultogether ace 
ml ſueh perlom , both in the fight of God, and men, who pretend them- 
ſeloes diſobliged frem the perſorcnanee ‘of .fuch promifes, which. 
they ‘have folemnly made unto their Brethren, by a neceſſity of ſub⸗ 
jercting to an external Rite or Cer how much more, when 
the obfervarion of this Rite or Ceremony, is, and always hath been, 
by all the jadicions, learned and faith I fervanes of God in the, 
* ian world (a very few, and theſe upon no accompt, ‘very 
erable, excepted) ad judged no ways neceſſary by vertue f 
sail Posen ot Command of God ? God (doubtleſt) by the Law 
of Nuxe, und of love to their Brethren, require th of fach men a 
forbe ace of their Ceremony (thongh luppoled of Divine Inſti- 
tution)fer che actommodation and edificz- 
atl tion ot their Brechtenjfuther t n the practiſe of it to their offenca, 
trouble, d iſtfaction, yen to the danger of the precious Souls of 
weak ones, who are emboldened by their example, having 
mo ſufßcient geound in themſelves for fach practiſe, to condemm 
themſelves in allowing und praCtifing the fame For, as 
our Saviour of the Sabbath, fo fay 1 of Baptiſm : Baprifm was 
made for man, and not men for Beptiſm. Baptiſm was made, or or- 
2 or man, accommoda- 
tion’; and confequently, is only to be ufed 
| hereunto, and fo not co hs. 0, | 
not wan for Beprifm, Ci. e. man is not by 
at ſuch end as this, that Baprifn by bis trouble, ſerrow, . 
feſtatidn or danget ſheuld be magnified or exalted in cho world. 


equal acce witli Goll, forthe peace of the ache and 


fervants of Godin thefe ¢ a living Ordinance for 
| atime; 15 ĩt ic the aui to aten adeadiOrdinance 
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„ Churches and Societies of the Saints, which are e rot 


we and: externally. baptized with that figure or kind of La ſo 
much contended: for, yet. f ng this yery Baptiſm to be the 
only: Baptiſmal Ocdinance of Chriſt, and tat it is his Will chart 
they ſhould be baptized with it they are, according to the rule and 
ſtundard of divin; Eſtimate and Acceptance, baptized therawitb, 
ell as thoſe perſons themſelves, who fo impatentiy pleafe 
themſelves in their ſubjection to the letter of it. The Standard, 
or ſtanding Rule, of ‘Divine Eſtimate, is this: If there be firſt a) 
willing mind, a man is accepted according to that he path, (ſo it 
were rendered, though the difference be not material, ) and 
nit accordi t0 that be bath not, 2 Cer. l. 13. By a like ru Gd 
lle wiſe eſtimateth thefinfulnefs and wickedneſs of men. 
even en a woman to afser hen, bath COMMITTED, 
ADULTERY With her already i in his heart, Mat 5. 28. So then 
itte Members of unbaptized Churches (io called) barg willing 
wund, re prepared and lasge-hearted to ſuhmit unto all and every, 
Chrift, unto New · Beptiſm ii 
( ſuppoſing chis ta be one of that tetinue,) but only want tbe 
of light and conviction ſo to judg & conecive of It, cheßꝛß 
ire accepted with God: and sſteemed by him, (and ought they not 
2, then cobefoiwith men) perſons baprized with that very Bap- 
Ten the truth is, if the unbaptized Churches ſin, or be. 
blame · worthy, for not being actually —.— after the manner of 
gent degree, acceflary unte fuch, their fin, partly byadminificnog 
them only, weak and infa fer their conyittion, 
paxtly alſo (and more efj pecially.) by thrangh their pride, 
Grains: of moſt unchriſt awiout, towards them, 
fagrifiee of che Lord Beſides, 
made, that the thole,.who 


hate, nor ever had, reren 
aſteem of, all che 
dare, whom God hath ener t So then tho — 
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with undipt Churches, 125 


Communion with fuch Saints, who have been 


baptized with their Baptifm, upon this pretence only, that they 
ave not been thus baptized, re ject the communion of e 


God teputeth to have been baptized with that very Biptiſm, for 


the want of which ſuch men reject them, (always ſuppoled, as hath 


deen laid, chat the Dipping: Baptiſm is the ſole Baptiſm. Ordinance 


Coms III. 


_ The Scripture very frequently and exprefly teacheth, that by 
Faith men become and are made the children of Abraham, and 


Fons of God. But as many as received him, to them gave he pow- 


er to become the Sons of God, even to them that beleeve on his 
Name, Joh.1.12. But ye are all the children of God by Faith in 
Chrift peſus, Joh. 3. 26. Sea allo Rom. 4. 11, 12, 16. If then true 


Beleevers be the Sons of God, then muſt all they needs be Baftards, 


and no Sons of God, but children of Satan, who ate not their 
_ Brethren. And 2 who are the Sons of God, and conſequent- 
of them, and thall refuſe to own them > 
: they not aſhamed of thoſe, ol 
whom the Lord Cériff profeffeth before Heaven and Earth that 
| no, not aſhamed to own them in the relation 
Of Brethren ? For both he that fanétifieth, and they Who are ſan- 


ly their Brethren,be 
in their Choreh-fellowthip , are 


he is not afhamed ; 


fel. are all of one: for Which canſe HE Is Nor ASHAMAD 


IO Cary Tuam Braturen, Hebr. 2. 11. Muſt dot then 
Fieſis Corsft nceds look upon thofe men, a8 greater in their o.õẽWw 
c0Conceit, either in Holineſe, or in Dignity, or in both, then himſelf, 
of whom be is not aſhamed; 
with their fellows) 4 
Falneſ; and in whom he ſhall come tobe glorified ind admire! 


1 who are aſhamed of ſuch perſons, 
yen indeed in whom he glorieth, as being ( 


in the great day? a Theſſ. 1.10. Or is not the great jenlouſie of 
_ Chrift like to be provoked, when men ſhall preſume to make, or 


call, that cm which be bath (anttified with his owo blood, 


made expreſs declaration ſrom Heaven accordingly? Or en 
either a ching, or perſon, be made, or called common, in amore 
difgraceful; or r reproschinl way, then when men ſhull ſeparats 
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IV. far Church. Communion 
Cons IV. 
Such perſom, whom God judgeth meet for communion add 


fellowlhip with himfelt, and his Son Chrift; the reafons 
und grounds of this his judgment being viſible in theſe 'perfons, 
efpecially being acknowledged alſo by men, ought not tobe judg- 
ed unmeet for any holy communion with the Holieſt of men, eſpe. 
cially not by thofe, who do acknowledg thofe things in thefe per- 

- fons, which are the grounds of their acceptance into the ſaid com- 


munion with God. The Apoſtle inſtruct ing the ftrong in Faith, 


m their duty towards the weak [i..¢. towards thoſe who were at 
prefent ignorant of many things which the other knew ] ſaith thus: 
Him that is Weak in the Faith, receive yen: And 
not him t hat eateth ci. c. the ſtrong in Nich, who underftands his 
_hibercy ] defpi/e him that nato not, c. the weak, | Rom. 14 1,3. 
Tube reafon,why God would have no de/pi fing of weak Cbhriſtian: 

od the one hand, nor judging of thoſe that were ſtrong on the 
other, is delivered by the Apoftle in thefe words, ¶ verſ. 3. ] For 
Sul bath accepted bim; 1. . 23 well the weak, as the Rrong; 

und again, the ftrong as well as the weak, (the reafen equally 
ting to both the 


rela- 
preceding clanfes in the verfe ; ) clearly avouching 
Gods accepting of perfons, when Gene, 2. acknowledged by 


men, for an obliging ground upon theſe, not to de/pife them, or 
as the fame } cL tethers 
their communion. Now the groands of Gods accep 
with him, und — 
10 ate from place to place in the Scriptures declat 

wbich are owned and acknowledged by partons themnfelves bap- 
ches, 
their members, who at preſent make ule of the former edition only. 
every Nation (faith Pater, 

and worksth rig 


ts not meat and drink, but righte- 


things ferweth Chrift, UNTO Gon, Gc. 
have F 
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again; Lee 


tance o 


fpeskingof God) 
d peace, and is th Hely Ghoft : for lis that in thefe se 


Ken 14. 17,18. If we malt in the light, as be tein thelight, we 
ESLLOVVSHIP one with another, oc, 


2 
4 
€ 
§ 3 
e 
* 
* ° 
* 
4 
* 
2 
. 
— 
R 
— 
~ 


£ } 


an: en of it it. Certain it e that the word which properly, 
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Fear e the wor ing ebene 7, Se, to be as vilible in the 
members of bodies by them called, unbaptized, 
Len fome of them as yet retain fo much Chrifian ingenuity, a8 f0 


all other Chriſtian 


dpuces of ike import, which ire many.) Now the Brethren of the 
New baptized Churches at leaſt ſuch of them whole 


Judgments and Conſciences have not been drowned by the dipping 
all the {aid qualifications, as the 


confefs, chat in our unbaptized Churches (to pleafe Jews, we {perk © 
the langusge) we have perfonsof is great, or greater 
— for holineſs, righteouſneſe, the ſear and love of Cod, wich 
accomplifhments, as themſelves have in the heſt 
of their Congregations, not withſtanding the ynimaginable adyan- 
of their Baptifm. I wich in my Soul for their fakes, that God 


tage of 
would mercifully pleafe to put it into their hearts ſexipully to con- 


fider, ot what ioſufferabls height and inſdlency of ſpirit it frongly 


Aurach, for men to judg thole waworthy their communien, 
Whom the moft Holy God, 


The upon which the houſe of aur new Dipper ot 


7 sot Chor, is built, isthe fignification of tbe 


| are much more-crazy, 
how few are here monęſt 


taoſlated to baptize: as for others, they 


verb apts o, gane, 


little ormuch hat the ſaid wotd meanath, or what 


ſien fich. For ought they knaw ( upongheir Own count) 
mayſigniſie, either to zide, ot to un, OF to 


dips Soithae All ihe Faich they bare, of the proper ſignifiaation 


of the id-word, is built pon the authority anditradition of men. 
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she truth is, that men of greateft judgment and knowl 
ue are not agreed abont the adt quate or 


in the Greek tong 


and oxiginglly not pawlige ; 


j 
i 
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Alchangh ocither.is,this of any great ſtrengtb. 
theſe, who with fo mach violeoce | 


height of confidence build tcaubles, forrews, d ſteactions and 
vonfufioms Cbriſt ian Churches, upon 


this Pillar, chat underſtand 
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never ganliè, [See Lak. 16.24. 0b. 13.26. Revel. 9.13. J %; ßſ m 
the contrary, where ever it hath occafion to mention or exprefs 


known by the name of baptizing,’ is expteſſed by it. Ithall argue 


chere, as to the matter of baptizing, is expreſſed by the ſaid word. 
dip, and 
A 


commiſſion; and conſt quently it could be no part of the baptiſ- 
worthy Chriftians, to {well aguinft their peaceable 


-feparare themſe lves from their Holy Affemblies, as if 98 
the Synsgogues of Satan, to pron: unce them unclean for Chriſtian 


Communion, Sec. upon the account only, or chiefly, of humane 


* 


— 


Cons VI. for Church. Communion, 
the verb jaivw, and peorliè from (with many others of like 


' confideration in the Greek tongue.) And very confiderable it is, 


that the Seripture of the New Te ſtament, where t ver it hath ocea. 
fion to exprefs the act of dipping, cpnftantly ufeth the word ie, 


the facred action of Baptifm, it never ufeth the word 84, but 
always, Yea it is granted by the Dipping Grandeesthem- 
felves, that the word garlige, is often found in the New Teſta- 
ment it ſelf, where it fignifiech nothing leſs (or rather ſome what 
leſs) then dipping. Yea that when it is uſed inthe Sacramental — 
fienification, that it doth not fignifie or import, dipping, unlefsic 


be {aid to fignifie undipping, or lifting ont of the water alfo, isto ie 


me evident from moſt, if not all the places, where the ſacred action 


he Apoftles commiffion 


that one (at prefent) Maat. 28.19. 


fad liorles dvlts,cc. Now if the word gar ligt herefignifies to 
not to undip, ox heave out of the water, then had the 


poftles no authority at all, or commiſſon from Chrift, to per- 


113 form the one half of the baptifmal tranſaction, (wefpeaknowac- > 
Corcling to the Dipping principles,) viz. that which @onfitsin 
_,__ thelifeing.or taking up out of the water, thofe whom they 0 


were txo 
dip into or under the water: but in cafe they did raife or help them 
out of the water, they did it upon their own heads, and without 


mal tranfaction. How uoreafonable à thing then is it, and un- 
[ | Brethren, (their 
Brethren partakers of like precious Faith with themſelves) to 


dition, ‘and of ſuch things whereof themſelves can have no certain 
dknowledg, no, nor yet men of far greater learning and knowledg, 
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edifying, comforting, admonifhing , countelling, watchi 
Brethren, ſupporting thofe that are weak, refreſhing 83 
of thofe that ftand in need, with other ſervices belonging either to 
_. Elders, or Members of Cbriſtian Congregations, are things very 
_ Jawful to be done, yea and more then lawful, eſpecially when they 
have beew promiſed. Therefore unlefs men, who have promiſed 
ſiuch things. as thefe, can thew as fair, as full, as exprefs a difcharge 
from God, from the performance of them, as that Command of 
his is, Which he hath layed upon them for their performance, 
rĩre to belooked upon as promife-breakers ( and this of one of the 
worſt and moft horrid kinds) if they thall refute, or neglect, to per- 
| 
themſelves, who any pr 
the pretence of a falfe Baptile, fo called only by chemfelyes) thall, 
iaſter their Covenant ftruck, and promife made, with and to any 
__. Chriftian Church, ot Society of Saints, to perform all the particu- 
farefpecified, turn their backs upon 
trampling under foot their holy Covenant and Promiſe, whether 
| produce any thing from Cod, or from the Word of God, 
for their diſcharge and diſobligement in 


thun leind, as that Command of his is, by which beth they and all 


yea and 
Church Neſertedg will not be underſtood or dulꝝ 
until ifment of it come to be ſuffered, and ibn 

too lage, - A-pretegd 


| 


either greater then, or at leaſt, (qual un: o that which bir 


all men, is greater, then of any ſuch Command, whereof it is mat- 


ter of doubtful difputation whether he be the Author, or no. It is 
l preſume) no mans doubt or queſtion, but that, 1. It is tbe 

Comand of God, That they who have promifed things lawſul, 
and meet to be done, and in their power to do, ſhould perform 


their promiſe accordingly ; how much more when fuch promiſes 


have been made ina ſacted and folemn manner, in the prefence of 


Cbriſt, and of a great number of his Saints round about him, yea 


and (in ſome fort) unto C briſt himſeli? Nor, 2. Can it be any 
C briſt ian mans queſtion, but that Chriftian offices of love, as the 


to the Conſciences of thoſe perfons 
etence whatfoever ( efpecially upon 


articular and 


omife. I fear the finot Church- 
without the leave or conſent 


* — | 
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Authority of ſuch a Command of God; which is mani eſtly — 
undiſputeably fuch, and is fo acknowledged by che confciences of 
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mans waxing wantin, ot kicking with the heel, 
65 


VI 


4 


Doctor Explication of ‘which it here numbered amongſt the 

foundations of ſuch heads of Doctrine, -wherem per- 

docs were wont to be inſtructed (a8 it were) in the Han cy of their 
riſtian pr —— | 

Now wherher Gholt by mentioning, Sarin ¶ in tbe 

did not intend to inſianate, that however in one 

dene and confiderstion there be opty (Bapeifas, 

in teſpect uf the und end of Baptuing, I yet in 

reſpect of variety of ſubjects, vnd of forms of edminiftra- 

Tioa, ‘wherein it migh: ‘be, ot was vo be, dmiaiſtred, it might not 

is rounds iatisiactory co 

to derer mine: Ver igt much more 

ach Chr tien C and ac- 
ved, vt uncleum, tor wath OF ſueli ex uch a ſurenof 

bard to prove, chat à 

ration, allowed by 


— 
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rending and dividing of che Church, to proceed only from a disbo2 . Fo gases 


| lical ſpirit, and to be 2 fin of very near affinity with that which is al] exit Diaboli 


Co mts 
4 feparant 


unpardonable*. Now although | jndg this fomewhat too hard 


and heavy a cenſure of ſchilmaticai practiſes, and in this reſpect Ecclefam Di: 


like to the cenſures wherewith Schi mmiques themſelves al ways ut om re. 


burthen thofe Chriſtian Socicties, from which they tend them- bm hareticas 


ſelves, for wanting one thing or other that fhould make them cize 
with the ſtandard of their imaginations, yet due confideration had quibus indul- 
bplall thoſe high appearances of the Holy Gholt in Scriprure againſt 


ſcbiſnat icas 
compreher deret, 


gentiam negat, 


| ſchilam, diviſions, {trifes and contentions amongtt imbodied Saints, 4494 omne pe- 


the fin of Schi fn mufl needs be adjudged a finof 2 deep demetit, 4 [+ 


and high provecution, in the fight of God, and of Chriff. And the 


los, hoc in uni- 


more precipitate, violent and heady any Schiſm ſhall be, and with ver ſes. soli e. 


bow much the mots eontetopt, and neglect of thoſe, in reſpect ei. nim ſunt qui 


ther of giving, ot receiving ſatislaction about the pretended 
of {chi{matiziog, againtt whom the fin ſhall be committed, and Chrifti 


am, qui Eccle- 


again, the lefs conſiderable, all cireumftances duly weighed, the membra dif- 


matter pretended for the fehilm-making fhall be, fo much 


A 
j r 
4 


tances, I leave to their own 
awakened them, to conſider. 


cContemtion amongſt the Saints, and which hath put ae 

world about us inte a flame, isby one of the gravett Author 4 eb. 
nud grasteſt Apoftles of the Anti-pado-bepritticn Faitti, called ed, 7 
ia that with evidenes enough of truth) 2 canal Baptiſm, 


of ſome facred fignification, or import. 


more haynous ont the fin needs be, and puni 


| 


ifhable with the forer 1 pau 
udgment by God. Now whether the Schifm made by the Re- g l, 

which they were lately Members, upon the only pretence ol 4 

fect of Baptiſm, be not fearfully 


„ ve „ 4. 


tifa, which is cho fire-brand of 
the Chriftien 
veſt Authers, and 


to mala pew partition walls of cru Cerensonies, and this not prefumed 
only between 4 brahams ſpiritual (eed, and the pro 


(eed fof, 


way; | 
—— 


eft circa - 


the cer punt, propter 


| de- Ambr. de Paes | | 
d by all che ſaid cireum- nitentia · lib. 


Gentile ritten by Mr : 4 
ence. | iii 
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e d tho other, is it not the founding of anew kind of wdeifm 


woild; and the making work 


Consrpanariox X 
ard tho of Chill, , OF in parti- 
cler petfons, rendereth neither the the other unclean up- 
on any fach terms, but that both 

tin@ture of galt, be converfed wich in a Church-way. Other. 
be found upon BartbL, 
1 bat whofe ¢ommanion will defile us ; in as much as tha Apottle’ 2 

f as well of himfelf and his tellow Apoftles, as of the intire 
I ffive body of Chriftians in all ages, faith ; , kwow in part, 
1 Cor. 13.9. Again, where Ch 
i] ae _ petfons, know but in part, it cannot be expected they chould prac- 
i whole, or in full. Ha is a good Chriftian, who practiſetn 
and walkach up to his light, though he doth not walk above it, yea 
bis be fome what low; ‘and mixt with much datk- 
i h an erring or mi Confcience, will not iw- 
— ifie vet will it juſtie ii 
eompatatively; the dictate ox light of a 
or mif-taught Conſcienct, then to rebel 
nf therwiſe fad were the cafe of thofe ſaer 


ilegious Church- breakers, 


tile this enotmity. Nom then. they: who give fericence againft a 
people, as unclean for communion, only beczuſe t 
N 7 not practife Baptifmal Dipping, muft ground the e | 
eber, ‘the’necefiity — 
either to be concurrent With or ‘fepugnant: 
of ehefe, ignorance ot non-conyiction df a Church, or | 
of Dipping,. ba preterided ſor u ground of thie 


ity of fuch a 


ts 
ad 
j at 
2 
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urches, or 


againit it. 
tlio ome of Confeience (I jadg no worſe of many of them) prac: 
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| | be the latter, the won-pratt 
poſed that this non-pradtife be 
Church or people we ſpeal of, and conform to their judgments, 


| 


nmith undipt Churches. 


clean for Communion. But I look to fie eſus Chrift ashe i, 


long before this be proved. 2. If the ground of the (aid ſentence 
ſe of dipping, then, in cafe it be ſup- 
a matter of conſcience in the 


they are adjudged unclean for not defiling, or not fioning sgainft, 


their conſcience. But far he it from us to ſuſpect our Brethren 


in the Faith, of ſuch x judgment as this. If it be ſuppoſed to be 


teiſqnal dipping, they go againſt their confcier 
BVuppoſers judgers of 

_ Cannot prove, indeed have no ground or reafon at all to ſuſpect, 

burt ground in abundance to conclude the contrary. So that they 
enn upon 
hard ſentence 
neſs for Church.Communion. And 


contrary to their judgment, and that in refuſing to practiſe Bap. 
cs, then are the 


that which. they 


no Chriftsan or reafonable ground pronaunce any fuch — 


againſt their non dipping 
Would out 


43 plainly and clearly to declare, wherein they place the high deme- 
tit, the unpardonable crime of non. dipping, whileft men remain 
diſſatisſied, either touching the lawfulnefs, or neceffity of the 


¥ When the A 
Arx the inf | e deferib- 20 
eth them, be inſerteth the mention of their ſanct ſicat on, their 2 %%. 1. 1. 


ttßhing thall be ſuppoſed, what reafon can 


Biyptiſm ſhould not once, been mention 
ben, as Well as their Faith, Sanctification, calling 


|) and (well-nigb) 
xe. fo ſrequegtly, and ( ig 


I verily beleeve they would ſoon be afhamed of their 
votion, and out of hand pull down all they have built upon it. 


CONSIDERATION XI. 


the infcriptions of his Epi 


4 


to be Saints, their being belovedof God, their Saintſhip, 2 


in Chrilt, Sc. hut fo as hinteth their 

having been baptized. Woich is a ſtrong preſump 

dot s demonſtration) that in cafe it be ſuppoſed that all cheſe 
were bapiized, yet the 


Biptiſm as any p 
a — much 1 eſſential part or point of either. For it ſuch a 


tion at leaſt (if 


Apoftle did not look upon their 
tof Church-(hi or of tho viſibility there · 


be imagined, why their 


or twice at leaft, have been mentioned 


conftanrly (I mes n, one, ce 
Apoſtle doth not 


ie i 
other of them.) Sa then it is a plain b 
me C — ecſtimate 


poftle writeth to the Churches in bis days, in ſun- 1 c. 1 . 
iftles unto them, wherein he defcrib- 2 Cor. 1. 1. 
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Buptiſm (much lefs by 


why he ſhould mention perfons unbaptized 
was be fred ha 


Quauſe. To fay that in the times 


fomewhat 


Consipexat, XII. for € 
cftimare the truth of Churches by the obfervation or practiſe of 
the practiſe of ſueh or fucha determinate 
kind of baptizing) but by the Faith and Holinefsof the perſom in- 
chu tehed. Bapcifm is never mentioned fo much as by wryof 
commendation, either of Church or petfon, (at leaft not more 
then the obfervance of other ordinances ) no noe when feveral other 
matters of ptsife are infifted on in reference untecither: (See 
1 Cor. 11, 2» Rom. I. 8. 1 Cor. 1. 4,5. Ephef. 1. 5. Lab. 1.6. 
Adi. 11. 24. to paſs over other texts of like import) and yet ma- 


hurch- Communion 


55 ny things may be commendable in either, which are not eſſenti- 


ally tcquifite to theirbeing. And (doubrfefs) if men were not un- 


der ſotme ſttong enchantment, and the rational powers of their 


Souls firangely-held, in reference (at lesft) to the fubject we now 
{peak ol, fuch an imagination as this would never have been found 
amorgſt all tbeir thoughts, That Baptifm according to one mode, 


fh e 7 ‘ 
or otter, fhould bea conſtituting principle of atrue Church. — 


~ 


| “Constperation XII. 


“When the Apoftle Pas / inftru@eth Chriftian Charches wih 


their refpeCtive members, who and what mannet of petfons 


they are, who are unmeet for their Chriſtian Communion, he 


mentioneth Fornicators, Covétous, Idolaters, Railers, Drunk: 
ards, Extortioners, Diforderly Walkers, &c. but never per- 
fortis of an holy and blamlefs converfatiou, whether baptized, or 
unbuptized. If our Brethren reply, that there was no occafion 
in s much as there 
Bfrethren amongſt Chtiſtim; We 
I. That our Brethren are fill wort to uſe flitne in ſtead of mor- 


dar to build their Bab; I mean, to make ule of light conjectures, 


looſe fuppofitions, prefumptions, felf-imaginations, in ftead 
of folid lear from the Scriptures, ot 
found principles in reafon, for the defence and fupport-of their 
; we fpeak of, there were no Saints 
Brethren inany Cbriſtian Church, whe were uabaptized, 


iphter then a meer conjecture, and not ei uny more 


Weight rhen foch a ſuppoſition, which bath muctpreafon aad 
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1 
~ 
wih undipt 


in eaſe there had been any unbaptized p-rfons reputed Brethren 
mmongſt che Churches (eſpecialiy ſuch, the truth and validity of 
whofe Baptifm had been the only queſtion, for this is the cafe be- 


t:een us and our Brethren) thet the Apoſile would have ranked 
amongſt Fornicators, Drunkards, Idolaters, & add 


prohibited the Churehes of Chriſt communion as well with the 
3. When our Brethren pronounce the Saints and fervants of 
God unclean for Church communion, upon pretence only (or 
de it a true plea) of their not 

themſelves into the prerogative Office of Chriſt, making new 
Orders, Laws, and conſtitutions of themſelves for Church com- 


: | munion, which were never made by him? Oc if they deſire to be 


judged Innocent of this Great Offence, let them produce from 
tde Gofpel ſome Order or Law of this tenor, or import, That he 
that hath only been wathed in che Name of Chriſt, and not dipt 
over head and ears, thallbe unclean for Chriftian communion, 
Although che Image of Godin r 

nevet fo reſplendent and lovely in hum. 


* 


Cons TN XIII. 


A ſubmiſſion unto the Ordinance of Baptiſm upon thoſe terms 


on which it is obtruded by our Brethren upon all lotts of Beleev- 
ers, is, as themſelves alſo acknowledg, yea and boaſt of (thou 


to the ſhamo both of their opinion, and practiſe inthe way) vt 


ie wyden men or women, efpecially b ing any ching 
e or tender of conſtitution, thal in winter or cold feafons bo 


amo it, they had need puriſie the mſel vet, is men at 


„Len vſe de de (God hiqmſelf obſerviog and reporting ir, Fob. 41. 
23.) by Weapon of obs breakings of Leviathan, i.e. when they 


mig ble ereature. Vea for many 
eser hei aud cers, in ſuch feafons, is as exprets a tempr- 


1 Gedy ‘as u paſſing through the fire would be. One of thoſe 
por women lately perfwaded into the watery Psradife bout 


— 


— — 


. Ia cafe we ſhonld releive the poor, and grant our Brethren - 
their ſaid fappofition without proof, yet how do they know that 


being baptized, do they not intrude 


ighteoufne(s and trueholinefs be 


‘ty offeefive; burthenfome, and greivous to the flelb) And the 


nothing but death by being wracke by this unruly and for- 
to go imo Rivers or Ponds to be 
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Newington, bad much ado to recover the air with ber life, fayi 


— 


| And now why tarrieſt thou, &c. do import 5 
ttz fuppofed backwardnefs in Paul to the ſaid ſuppoſed duty, to 
Pißber. ſenſibleneſi in him of fome tedion{ne{s in the fervice*. 


tardy and bach ward to the duty of dipping, as to need ſuch a ſharp 


Consrpunat. XIII. for Church-Commanion 


when fhe came from the water to her felf, words, either thefe, 


\ 
* 


br toa like eect; that ſhe was almoſt gon, and that well might 5 
bufinefs of baptizing be refembled to Cérifts death, for fhe 
was nigh unto death by it. The reft, who had fomewhats better 


return of their venture, yet fuftained lofs. There was not ver 
long before a maid-fervant living within a door ot two of me, in 


the City, who being led (by what Spirit let underſtaading Chrif- 
tians judg) to meet with fe/us Chriſt under water, was ſo fr 


from being healed of the infirmiiy, which fhe carried thither, 
that fhe brought with her out of the water the extream torture 
of feveral days together. What became of her after this; I know 


women are almoft continually threatened, and fometimes feverely 
handled, by the wagers of Baptifmal dipping, are matters beiter 
known to many others, then my ſ lf. And if they be thus terri- 
bly auſtere to the fl. ſh in the Southern parts of England, what 
may we judg them to be in the Northen parts of Scotland, and 
in climates of far lefs communion with the warmth and heat of 
the Sun, then it? Vea Mr Fiſber himfelf imputes Pauli being fo 


Exuſcitation hereunto, as he conceits the words of Auaniat, 
; he impuces (I fay) 


little before he hath thele words: J know no mans flelb forward 


AE. 5 0. | 


ſuch terms to vote ita yoke qi 
the Law, which yet Peter plainly tells the Jews, was ſuch a 
wich neit her they nor their Fathers were able io hear; ye nt 


10 it, further then by Faith it is over-powerd. So that by con- 
fen; of both parties, Baptiſm by Dipping, upon {uch terms, and 
under {uch cireumftances as our new: Haptiſts urge the neceſſity of 


i : it, is a burthen exceeding grievous, and next toy that which is in- 


not. And how fevercly the healchs, yea and lives of men and 


tolerable, to the fichh: yea neither party needs be tender, upon 


more heavy then circumeifion.under 


upon this account, calleth the putting of it upon the necksef the 
Diſciples, «tempting of God. Nom thereſort why. tempt 3% G 
to put a yoke mpon the mecks of the Difeiples, which, &e*, Con- 


- cerning the other Sacramental fervice of che Lords ſupper, it is 
fafficiently. Known that it isin no degree burthenfome, ot trou- 


( 


bleſome 
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| the piercings of a {word to the ficth, or which requireth fuch 


| a themfelves reprefent their dipping to be, and to require. Nor 
enn we with all the might of our on underſtandings, nor 


5 Faith, who yet came thick and three d, troops upon troops, 
Aud companies after companies, to 


— 


veleom import to it. Nor is it (1 fuppofe) the fence of our 


bletom to the flach, but rather of a cherithing, nourifhing, and 


diſſenting Brethren, but that Gofpel Bsptifm was by Chr; 
calculated and intended for Chrif, for 
the firlt peep (as it were) out of the ſhell, and greateſt weak- 
neſs, in the Faith; as on the other hand, the Sacramental Se « 
vice of che Supper was in like manner prepared and ordained by 
him for Beleevers of grown ſtature andftrength, g. 
No then I cannot but greatly wonder, that our Brethren’ 
fhould eſteem it 2 matter of ſuch high impiety in us, and de- 
ſer ving no leſs eenſure or puniſhment, then excommunication — 
it felf, to judg it contrary both to the wildom and tenderneis 
ol bowels in Chriſ towards his Saints, to provide the ſtroog - 
eſt meat for his weakeſt babes, and milk for his ſtrong men; to 
put his ne u born babes to bear the heat and burthen of the day 
of Chriſtianity, whileſt his old Souldiers, men of ſtrength and 
courage, are feaſt ing with bread and wine at his table. Con- 
ſidering what a ſtream and torrent of Scriptures there are that 
run à head againſt ſuch a notion as this, we know not how to 
handle our judgments or conſciences to make them of this opi 
nion, that Evangelical Baptiſm conſiſteth in any ching fo like 


an overpowring of Faith to ſubject men unto it, as our Brethren 


with all the additional help of the lig ht hitherto afforded us by 
our Brethren, tell to beleeve that al 
Land of Fudea, and they of Ieruſalem, with all the region roan 
sup ab were all over · powered by any fuch high hand of 


be baptized of and 


| 


were baptized accordingly, 


1 * * 140 | * j | 
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| 
for thaſe, who ke bat in part (and higher then thus, neither 

_ doth their know led g it felf rife, who think they know more 


f 
is 


— a 


then all the world befides) to miftake, where (in a manner): 
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throughout che world, Fathers, Martyrs, ‘Reformers, and 


he Tatas No ty the common 


284 fputious and unclean Congte 


| | | | 
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0 on sIDERATY: Communion 


all the judiciotis, learned, ‘and | 
ful, and belt confeienced C 


ians, and Servants of God 


others, for fteen generations together, even from the days 
of the Apoſtles, until now, have miftaken, and not been able 
to difcover the truth, or mind of Cod, is (doubelefs ) the moft 


venial and pardonable miſtake, that can well be imagined ; 


yea although it flaoald be fuppofed that the ſubject matter, 
wherein, ot about Wich, this miftake hath ‘been, be of very 
great weight and conf.quence. Such as this, and no whit worfe 
or mote eulpable then this, is the miftake (if yet a miftske it 


fary, nota 5 vie (briff, for them to deſire 
regularly as they conceive) 


atid belt-known ‘principles ‘of reafon and equity, (and of 


Cxkriſtianity moſt miftakes of the moſt-· venial nature, 
diu ‘which are inicidéne to the belt, the molt’ watchful and 


faithful of men, teach ‘men to infi@ rhe Hightech punithmenr, 
whether by cenfare, or otherwife (if any at ill) that well may 
be. It then to judg and condetnn a Church; or people of God, 
gatfon, ‘with whom no men 
ein joyn in Chuteh- communjieu, without polluting himſelf 
in the fight or God, be an high and heavy cenfure (which I 
no min queftions moult they t inf ct chis cen- 
ure only upon the account of the ie sforefaid tif 


take, needs be extreaml; Firregulat, unrighte bus, ind unresfonable 
a ſo doing. And yer they who in the 
it by an balty, and (as 


ing ind teating themifelves from firth Chutelics, it ap- 


en view of the world, 


“onthe hardeſt and moſt unchriſtiatt tertis cher citi 
Ani give me leave here only to add tds; that I ktow no moe 
» Pregnant a fymptome of a (trong inchantment, deluſion, or di- 
Wtemper, then when petty oF then bre rank of conſi- 
dencs and conceit, fri afl che world are out of their witts, but 


themſelves; aha'etiat they are ssid many ſtars of the firſt 


and all other mes but as 
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africhtfalrend 


ve, all the zéalons,’ 
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de) of thofe Churches and Saints, who judg it no ways neceſ- 
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although, 2s fome men new fet it on work,it is puller 
dow Nor doth it at all favour of Gofpel diſpenſa 


mean priviledge (comparatively) of Church · member 


* 


Thar Baptiſm, how duly foever ad miniſtred, is no Church. 


* 


i 


| 
4 


maker, but at the higheſt, a Chnreh-adorner (and this poſſi- 
bly in fome cafes only too) is evident fram hence; thatthe 
Lord Chrift, whilſt he Was yet unbaptized, wasas much the 
head, and as legitimate an head, of che Church, as atter his The Doctine 
baptiſm. And 28 Chriſt obtained not the Head-ſhip of the of Baptifm is 


Church, not right it, by being baptizid, fo aeitherdo 


beleevers obtain their right to memberthip in a Church, by their P nations of 


being baptized, Ven it is hut conjectural and traditional Di- Curiſt Gee 


vinity, to affirm or hold, that all che members of all the ſuch princi- i 


Church:s inthe Apoſties days were baptized. Certain Iam ples or Doce 


trines, as were 


that Baprifm cannot rationally pretend to ſo much Intereſt to u ca tm | 
conſtitute, legitimate, members of Clriſtian Churches un 


der the Gofpel, as circumeifion might to conſtitute the mem- lear ned b 
bers of the Iewiſt Church under the Law. Let this Church yong Icholatrs 


in Chriftiani. 


was altogether as true a Church, and all Abrabams children 


by as true members of this church, wheoand uhileſt ot pero 
they had no pra(tife of civcumeifion amongſt them (a3 viz. dure ception) burt 
ing their Fourty years journeying 

when ® was in the moft regular and ſtanding uſe among the. © reception 
Yea (doubtlefs ) Arabam and bis family were as much the of the Rite of 5 1 
Church of God, before the Ordinance it ſelf of circumeiſion any Baptüm, 
was delivered uoto him, as after w rds. And why the Iewiſt one or other, 


through the Wudemeſs) as this preveen 


children before the sight day, ſhęuld not be judged members N. | 


ofthat church, as well as after, I underſtand not. Therefore man 
without all contre verſie Baptiſm is no builder of Churches, member o 
ef them Chrift, for 


Lech 
tian. chat 


Sud fhould build his ſpiritusl Temple upon Fonndations made cig ann, 
of a ceremony, or thut he fhould decoy that peor and whi more tit 
that Grace (I mean, Faith) unto which he hath vouchfafed 
that — Heavenly prerogative, the making of men to be- e a far | 
oom the Sons of God. Beſides, that which is no where menti- Foundation (of 


oned as ‘commending any man, either snto God, or men, the wo) the 


ficatioos, | q 
cannot the dead. 
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not the actu. 


P, ſo much) thea 


+ 
* 
1 
* 
| 
4 
| 8 
be 
2 . 


N as Faith, Love, Righteoutnefs, Holineſe, Humility, the new Crea- 
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. upon, as matters of worthy 


Cons XVI for ChurcheCommunion 


cannot reafonably be judged more neceſſary to any mans regu- 
lar admiffion into Chorch.fellowthip, ‘thearthofe other things. 
Now Baptiim is no w here reprefented in the Scriptures as com- 
mending any man, either unto’ God, or men, nor as any con- 
ſiderable teftimony of any mins Faith, vaſt multitudes of pe o- 

ple having been baptized by Iobn, yea und by Chriſt himſelf or 
his Diſciples, whereas there were very few true beleevers 
with ohn. l. u. 3.32, Aés.1.15.) whereas other qualifications, 


ture, dhe hearing of the Word, the fearching of the Scriptures, 
(with many others of like character) sre frequently inſiſted 
. teftimony unto thofe, in whom 
they were found, yea and fome of them of fiznal atceptanec 
with God. Therefore cercainly it is a moſt groundleſs and 
importune conceit, to eftimate the truth of a Church of Chrift — 
by the Baptiſm of the members; or to deny unto {och congre- 
gations or bodies of Saints, the legitimacy of Chureh- hip, up- 
on a pretence and conceit of their not being bapt zed, which 
are in all things, which commend a Church, ei het unto God, 
or men, the Glory of Churches, yea and (in the Apolt les fence, 
2 Cor. 8. 23.) the eee 


Glory of Chrift him q 
Coms RVII. 
„ 


T̃ be maln, if not the only, ground and reaſon why ournew- 


bapt:zing and baptized Brethren, rej ct the Baprifm, fo eſteemed 
and prackiſed among us, is, becaufe they ſuppole it to bes 
meer nullity, and to have nothing in it of the Baptiſm appoim - 
ed by Upon this their fappofition they procead 
the utmoft ‘feverity sgainit us, they excommunicaté and 
deliver us up to that we may learn rightly. bape 
tine. Bat if the Lord Cbrifts rule be true, corrupt tree camt 

bring ferib god fruit (At. 7. 18.) And again; that every 


Fri; or however, far trom being 8 nullity,’ For it is a trunn 
tule entit, [une affetins nulla epperatio : Nullities, 
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tions? produce nothing which is proper tobe produced by are: 


gland truly exciſtent caufe. But that Bptiſm amongft us, which 
our Brethren very inconfiderately and invite . 5 vote to 


denon of the world about us, teftifie and declare un the profeſ- 


it, ‘as any thing 
ing the Name and Faith of eſus Chrift; then our Biptiſm; which 
Was alſo theirs, untill they 


to the world : nor 


bea vuliey, isas efficacious, as operative, in reſpect of all the. 
main ends of Baptiſm (the Baptifm I mean intended by Chrif) 
as theirs ts, or canbe ; yea in reſpect of ſome of theie en, if 
not all, it hath the prehemi 


I. It doth as folemoly, with as much authority and power, 


with as exprefs a fignification to the underftandings snd appre- 


ed Difciples and followers of cſus Chrift, as that Baptifm prac- 


tixed by them can do. Nay in this (which is one of che moft confi- 


derable ends of Baptifm) itis of the two more efficacious then 
is (comparatively ) a kind of Barbarian 
more 


enerality of men interpret or look up- 
nificative, or aſſertive, of their ow n- 


thing 


renounced it, by ſubſtituting another in 
the place ef it. Ves the fence of the world, and of the generality of 

fons; amongſt whom they live, is fo far from being either, that 
an their Infant · Baptiſm they ſtood infufficiently declared the pro- 


fleſſed Diſeiples of Chrift, ot that by theie'new Baptiſm they make 


m material addition unto that their Declaration, that it inclines’ 


great end of Bsprifm, as our Brethrens new Baptiſm can be; ad 

onſequently, is far from being a | 


netter to this, vic, That they betake them(elves to « Re-baptifin, 


more to difobliege themfelves from what their Inſant - Baptiſm 


ingaged them unto, then to ſtrengthen or make valid that ingage- 
125 2 as they apprehend ; cannot receive any addi- 
jienlous — may be diſinabled, or at leaſt difadvantaged, by fuch 


th or validirie by any furcher Beptiſm, but they are 


anaftec-Baptifm, Of which spprehenfion I with they had not, and 
yet much mote, that they may not in. time have, too juſt a ground. 


But however, nothing can be more evident, then that that Baptiſm 


i | i moſt ferviceable and efficacious to teſtiſie or demonſtrate a per- 


fon, man or woman, to be a profeffor of, and to own, the Name 

and Fait h of eſis Christ inthe fight of the world, whofe ſigni- 
fication and import in this behalf is beſt known unto the world. 
If ſo, then is our Baptiſm, as valid , as efficacious, in to ſpect of chis 
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4g, Our Baptifmis altogether as operative,as bearing, asingsging — 
wpon our judgments and Cenfci 


Wee" 
* 


ences, to become the teall, loyall, 
| and true Difciples of Jefus Chrift, as theirs can be upon theirz, or 
c. ould be upon ours, hould we come under it. For out of the ſenee 
confcience we have that we have been Baptized, and ſtill qj 
And ſtand by that our Baptiſm, we expect no other but the ſevereſt 9 


— — — 


judgment and condemnation, which belong to Covenant-breakers 
with their God; from his hand, if we (hall be found wofaithfull un- 
diet tbis our Baptiſmall ingagement. And certain I am, that our 
Brethrens new-Baptifm can have no ric hex, no fuller, no more vi- 
gorous or potent an influence their jadgiments and conſci- 
in this kind, then fo, I with that theim my hold weight with 
in this ballagce. Iſ out Baptiſm , wbilſt was theits alſo, bad 
dot the fame weight of engagement upan their epalciences, which 
it bath upon ours, have theytes lon to jadge us fer it, and not ra- 
ther chemfelves? Therefore in reſpect of this great end alſo of Bap- 
ours is no whit more a nullitie, hem theirs 
3 . (And laſtiy) nor can we, ot they (reaſonably, and upon ground) 
judge; that our Baptiſm (4s we call Bap tiſm) is leſs edifyin g, 
comforting, to the inner man, then theirs, Our ſouls, 


ſtrengthening, cot 
through the grace and goodnefs of out good Cad unto us, have 
proſpered as much under that Baptiſm which we own, and bß 
means ol it (as far as we ate able to compute) as we eat upon con- 
lultation had with al Oracles that are like to inform us in the point. 
expect they would, or ſhould have done, under that Beptifm, § | 
Wpaſe threfhold out Brethren place fo, neer the threſnold oi! 
Crit bimſelt. I beleeve there are thouſands yet abiding under 
dur Baptiſm, who would not willingly exchange ſpirituali eſtates 
Wiͤith the beftof thoſe, who to better their eltates in this kind. 
fouphe ſecuritꝝ under the wing and.fhelterofanewBaptifm: : 
make little que ſtion, but that if cum Nrethtem u thisnew 
Baptifas (at leaſt many of them) would deal 
(and wehrt is this but Chriſtianly :) with un in the point, the ß 
would acknowledge and confefS, that they carried far the greater 
part of that ſpirituall treaſure, of which they are at 
tom ander that Baptiſm which they ſorſook, unto: that which 
have taken.in exchange lor it. Vea I heaitilywith forthe fke 
ſome of them, hem I Know, that their Wem Baptiſm dotn 
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| threatened, or reproved by any of them, for the non-practife 


maote be produced ( for as yet none have been) lor the juftifica- 
tion of fach a Denyal. Is it not then preſumption in the High- 
eft, and an aſſuming of an Anti chriſtian power, to impoſe Laws | 
upon ( briſtian Societies, which the Lord Chriſt never impof- 
en and to cenſure and ſcandalize them with the odious 
roschful terms of Anti- chriſt iin, and unclean, only for 


that this is 


edgy 


| | | | | q 


“great end alfo and benefit of Baptifm, the building vp of the 
inner man in Grace 


er man in and peace, our Beprifm is no whit behind 
theirs ; but, if experience will be allowed to um pire, much be- 


fore it. . know no other end of Baptiſm but what is cafily re- 
ducesble to one of thefé threr. get them then to judg (as th 


Apoll le fpeaketh in another cafe) who are leaſt eſlecmed inthe 


C barob, whether that Baptiſm be like to be a nullity, whick 
Accs and performs, and this with authority and power, all the 

ends, fervices, pur poſes and intents of Baptifm ; y ea and in moſt 
ol them, if not in all, quits it ſelt at a more worthy rate of eff · 
and fuccefs, then that prutetidt to the honour of be- 


ing the ſole reality and truth. 


1 

* j fs j | | t 3 
Cons 


15 


It is no where to be found in Scripture, that any Church of 


Cbriſt, or imbodied ſociety of Belee vers, was commanded 
by Ged, or Chriſt, or kis Apoſt les, to be Dipped ; nor yet 


of Dipping. If this be denyed, let the Seriprures, one, or 


‘and rep 


tho tranſgreſſions of their own Laws? Nor will it ferve the 
turn to pretend, that it is to be foutid in Seripture, that par- 
ticular members of Churches or imbodied focieties of Saints, 


commanded to be dipped, and by confequence, that 


‘ * 


that becaufe fome particu 


ar members ol « body were required 


1 
3 0 
fe 
— 


or hole Churches, ought to be fo like wiſe. For 
to the avouched principles of 
thoſa, ho are like chus to pretend, who affirm, that the Scrip- 
ture no where roports, or makes, any per ſon a member of 
buch, but only ſuch who were dipped) before they entred 

mitte relation, and confequently could have no ſuch command 


ing now members) it followeth not, 
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Cons. XVIII. for Charch-Commanion 
dipped likewife ; efpecially not upon ſuch terms, thatuclefs 
it would be thus wholy, univerfally, and in all its members 
 ippry-tte ſhould be unclean in the fight of God and men, and all 
«> | ggmmanion with it finful. Therefore they who impofe ſuch 
2 law as this upon Chriffian. Churches, or Societies, and 
if make them heynous tranfgreffors for the breach of it, puniſa- 
ning and cenfuring them accordingly, are uſurpers of the high 
pPrerogatise of God, and of Chrift , claiming and exercifing 
alLordthip over the Faith and conſciences of men. 


4 | | | 
XVIII. 
| | | | | 


1. Ten I beleeve it is more then the greateft Oracle of Baptifmal _ 

Dipping under Heaven, will ever beable to prove to the ſatiſ - 

faction of aconfcience Chriftianly conſiderate, that there is an; 

precept or command of Cérif in the Scriptures, whereby it is 
| made ſinful for any perfon whatfoever, not only not to be dip- 


ed, but to be not fo much as baptized in one form, or other. 
For ſirſt, certain it is, that it is no fin unto any whatfo- 
ever to be unedipt, whileft there is no perſon to be found ſuffi 
ciently.authorized by Cbrifto adminiſter dipping unto him. 
And however the camel be ſwallowed whole, either by tbe 
largneſs of the confciences, or by the ſeantneſs of the under 
ſtandings, of our Metropolitan Dippers, yet is it not fo eafie 
tor them to juttifie the authentiqueneſs or validity of that com- 
miffion, by which they act ( without ſear or trembling) thñge 
parts of dippert- But of this elfwhere. Secondly, that pre- 
wept of Chriſt, Mat. 28. 19. whieh (as fax as I underſtandꝰ 
they make their cheif weafure to ſup 


port them in their 
asgainſt cheit Brethren, doth at no hand make thoſe tranigteſſ- 
oo who are not dip-wife baptized, no nor yet thoſe arg 
not bap: zed, either ſo, or other wiſe. For firſt, here is no 
pPrecept, charge, ot command given unto any per ſon, ons er 
more, but unto the Apoſtles only. Go ye therefore i. e. 
Apoſtles J and teach af Nations, baptizing them, &c. Now 
Law impofed upon Magiſt rate for the diſcharge of his 
office, doth not make a fubjcét guilty by h'snon-performance 
of it, nay he [the ſubject J thauld be more guilty, in eaſe be 
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gither Church or 11 | 
; much lefs threaten them, or charge them with difobedi- 


j 


77 
upon a fecond. 
| 


 Baptifm in any place, bur only 
place, DUC there were paver fo many 

after wards (I mean, 

pel in this place) 48. 2. 


— 


bis Apoſtles in reference to iheir {pecial office & miniſtry, oblige 


any other fort of men to the obſer vation of it*. Secondly, in theſe 
words, baptizing tbem, it cannot rei ſonably be conceived that 
they were injoy ned to baptize any perfon, or perfons. agi inſt 
_ their wills, or whether they would, ar no. No, nor is ita mat- 
ter of eaſie refolution, what is the Antecedent or Subſt ant ive co 

this Relative pronoun, them; or whom, or what perſons they 

rre, whom our Saviour here authorizeth his Apoliles to baptize. 


75 Therefore, Thirdly, Here being no eommand layd upon any 


prerſon to be baptized, or to defire Baptiſm of the Apoftles, it to watch over 
clearly follows, that the Apoſtles are here injoyned only to bap- 


tixs ſuch perfons , who ſhall freely and voluntarily require the 
fame at their hand. Nor, Fourthly, Cin it be proved from thefe 


or others, to require Baptiſm of them, unlefs it were firlt prov- 


ed, that this was one particular of thofe things, which Chrift 
les to teach the Nations to obſerve. But 


commanded his Apeft 

I beleeve there is no day in the year aufpicious for our new Bap- 
tiſts to underttake the proof of this. Nor, Fifthly, do we find, 
that the Apoſtles in the courfe ef their mioiftry, did ever teach 
fon, to demand, or feek Bapeifm at their 


aenee unto Chrift for not feeking it. Sixthly, in cafe it ſhouli 
be granted, that the Apoſtles by the tenor and vertue of their 


esmmiſſion, might, and did, tench Beleevers tg obferve the 
requiring Baptiſm at their hands, yet it followeth not 
vertue of this commiſſion they had power 
gf given them to make it a ſtanding Law for all Paſtors ane 
_geachersto the worlds end, who were to ſucceed them in tb 
the Gofpel, to impofethe obſervation of the ſame 


from hence, that by 


all Belee vers; confidering 1. That water - Baptiſm, 


y upon 


neppesrs partly. by the exprefs intentions of God abeut it in 
in that there is never mention made of any ad miniſt ration of 5 


upon the firſt coming ox preach- 
ing ol the Gofpel therein, althoug 

~ Converted to the Faith in the fame 


— 


ſſron cannot 


thofe particue 
lar flocks, over 
| which the Hos 
| ly Ghoft q- 
words, teaching them to obferve all things, Whatfeever I bave keththem O-. 
commanded them, that the Apoſt les did teach Saints, beleevers, Ve'fees, Ats 


1. 

* 

29 


This commi- 


be thought to 
obliege, or im- 
power,ordinae 
ty Paftors or 
Teachers ; bey 
caufe they 
were not to 
and teach 446 
ations ; bur. 


20, 28. 1 Pet. 
5. 2. | | 
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41. compared with A. 4. 4, & 5. 1 


|. with verk. 18. dy theſe two conſiderations (1 
that water-Baptiſm was never intended 
or chiefly, for an 
to'ateend the Golpel for a time at its fitit coming unto, and re- 
ception by a People, Citty, or Nation, untilitfhouldgerfome 
conſiderable rooting, and Intereſt amongſt them, notforafta. 
ple or ſtanding ordinancein one ind the fame plate CWhereof 
good reaſon might be given, but that we are now upon a pin of 
. brevity.) Secondly, That wherefoever,cither the work and office 
of Paftorsand Teachers, or their qualifications are d&{cribed, 
or the Iatentions of God in, and about the erections of them in 
the Cnur ch declared, there is not the leaſt mention u. de either 
ol any charge given them to baptize, nor of any qualifications 
requifite in thofe, who fhould baptize, nor of any intent of 
Vo, or of Chtiſt, thit they fhould baptize See and com- 
pie 1 Tim. 3. 1, 3,4, Kc. 3 Tim. 4. U 2. Tit. i. 7, 8. Epbeſ. 4. 
itdly, When the Apoltle Paul directeth Ti. 
to commit unto Faithful men, the things Which be had 


1 1, 13,14. Th 


‘beard of him among many witnelfes, the end 


al 


in the world, where the miniſtery of 


\ 
continued in the body ands. 
in their writings 2nd ‘orher labours fulrh 
work of the Seipel, whereby rhefe ‘fhio 


| 2 ™~ 


eth him, is Ggaiffed in thefe words, Whe be able to teach others 
(2 Tins, 2. 2.) plainly inticaating, that is dériveable 
from the Apoſtles unto ſtanding Paſtors and Teachers, refpets 
cheifliy, “it not only, ‘their abilitits to teach, or preach the 
Goſpel. Séventhly, Concerning thefe words, Ande - 
the end of the world; neither, do thefe neceffarily 
prove, the minifteriall or 
tinue to the end of the ‘world, at‘leaft not in ill parts or places 
mould be con- 
ſtles themislves 
aptize, the endof 


the Goſpel 
_ tinued, For 1. ferom conceiveth thut tha A 


tebe. 
proſpet ind brwg 
für fetcht 
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no hatd or 


ay} ap- 
G04. bur either 
lant ing Ordinance i.e, 


Baptizing thould con- 


| ‘ 


direct- 
able to teach other: 


| 42, and 19 
7 142 
* 
* 
7 
* 
4 | 
te 
4 Bnd 57, Ene ¥d other Isbours 
10 cin ry pr ſe 0 Ch Wi h 
mporteth, 1 bis dirett- 
fence, While y 
1 Sigal. I 
bbe 
— 


on ny other terms then the Apoſtles themſelves did, yea or are 


| * 


| | | 


interpretation. (4) Yet a. be it granted, that Chrift hero protniferh 2 Thoſe words 
his prefence, not unto the Apoſtles alone, but to all their {uccef- ex „% , 
(chough a ſubſtantial proof of this Heche — 

the abilities of our Brethren of the be.for thoufbat 


ſors in teaching and baptizit 
requires more, I fear, then 


Dip are able to perform) yet neither will it follow from hence, ref cp 2 “P i 
that they who (hould ſueceed them in both, ſbould baptize up- 


are common 


recorded in the Scriptures to have done. Now (as we lately ob- under flood inn 


ſerv d it is no where repogted of them, or zny of them, that they @ fence of 


bringing of the Name of Chrift, and the Gofpel thereunto, in ee 
cafe it found any competent entertainment ind ſettlement 
there. But, Eightly, (and laftly) Grant we all that enn either 
reafonably or unreafonably be demanded from the words in hand. 

on the behalf of thoſe, who were, and are , to fucceed the Apoftles 


in the work of the Gofpel, viz. Minifters and Teachers, and that N pop | — 
Chrift promiſeth his prefence with them, 28 well in Baptizing, asin 35 ae 


teaching ; yet what prefence of his is here promifed to private 


Sbriſtians, in their Adminiftrations of Baptiſme? Surely when 


they Baprize, Chrift is not with them in the work; how much les 
when perfons of this character ſhall put forth their hand to tou; 
the Ark of Biptiſm, who are not fo muchas Baptized themſelves? 

And yet a Baptiſm adminiftred upon fuch polluted terms as theſe, is 


the mother and Foundrefs of all thofe Baptizmall Adminiftcations, 
for which our Brethren. fo importunately magnifie themfelves a. | 


gainft us, To plead, that a perfon unbaptized, may adminifter 
Baptifm in a cafe of neceffity, is s ſufficient plea indeed thus under- 
God himſelf adjudgeth and determines the 


café.of neceffity ; and'2. anthorizech from heaven any perfon, one 


35 or more, for the work, as he did ohn Baptiſt. Otherwiſe U<- 


xab had as good, or better reafon to judge that a caſe of neceſſity, 


in ed de pat forth his hand ‘td May-the Ark, chen our firft uo- 


hallowed and undipt dip 
wherein,’ to th 


in this Nation, had to call that a caſe of 
fad diſturbance of che affairs of the 
Golpel, yea and of the civil peace alfo, he fer up the Dipping trade. 


Me do not intend that any thing hitherto argued in the confide- 
ration ia hand, ſhould be taken as meant for 1 pofitive or demon- 

ſtrative proof, that the Ordinance of Biptiſm is now extinct, or 

pot adminiftrable without fin in the world ; but rachongga demon- 


ration 


| 
} 
anv piace. 
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it 
commonly 
rendred, Se@, 


24.1. Ad. 26.5. other hand. 


32 XIX. Chirch-Communion 
he ſtration partly of the many Labyrinths and difficulties, which 
they ought to overcom and clear, who ate fo confidently poſi- 
tive and aſſertive of the contrary ; partly of the molt unreaſon. 
of thofe, who pronounce all en 
1 bey i unworthy of Chriffian communion, who Are Oot as pofitive | 


aſſertive in matters of fo doubtful difputation, as them- 


elves. 


| ‘ 
X. 


The word 


See Act. 3. 17. 


* 
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— 
Consips RATION 
Cet, Sumol, aighoys, i. e. Variances, 
Emplations, Animofities, Contentions, Divifions [or Sediti- 
— ons |} Sect is, are by the Holy Ghoſt himfelf adjudged works of 
the fleſt, and ſuch which are manifeſt; Yea and are ranged in 
the middle bet ween, adultery, fornication, un citanneſi, Wanton- 
ne(s, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, on the one hand, and, Envy- 
Aders.5. AG, ings meurtbers, drunkenne/s, revelings, aud {uch like, on the 
a Concerning all which, jeyntly and feverally the 
1 %%% Apoſtle denounceth this 1 Sentence : Of Whick I tell you 
before, Thave alſe toli you iu time, paft, that they which do | 
: [uch things foall not inherit the Kingdom. of God. Gal. §, 19, 20. 
j 21. [meaning, without repentance] Now how em men and 
oe women in any other way, oruponany other sceonnt, more 
1 manifeſily, or more directly incur the guilt ot the faid fins of 
Variances, Emulations, animo/fities, Seditions, Sets, (at leiſt of 
4 fome, if not of the moſt of them, and.cohféquently rhe dréad- 
5 | full doom of being excluded from thé Kingdom of ' God) then 
3 by labouring in the vety fire to trouble, diftarb, rend; tear, 
i - difmembet, break into ſects and factions, ſuch Chutchés or bo- 
dics of Saints, who udtil now were walking and 
inode 
ing al Ordinances. of God made known unto fot 
a and ready and willing further to abferve all other, that ſhould 
demesnots excuſable before the Sear‘ of (bri? 1 
icioully walten the confciences of 


* 


wh te 


tit they who quarrel, trouble, tend tear off themſelves, la- 

bour in the very fire to rend and tear off others; trom Cbriſtia, 
Churches and Congregations, only for differing from them in 
theit private conceits abcut the ceremony of- Baptiſm, be not 
guilty of them. The content ions, tents ind ſchiſms in the Catho- 


wöilſt they pull-down, what Chri bach bellt up. and 
ſſentter, What be hath gechered t 
ſet vice. Certainly never were the 

warb, Rrife, Church. (edition, febifm, commited in the world 


her, think they do him 


ins of variance, emulation, 


by men, nor can it be imagined. how they ſhould be commited, 


4 


! 


| 


i 


| 


| 


— 


eld that a Withlanding of Gbd which cur B:ethren callaferviog, 
eying of God; I mean, a tefufing of communion with 


ſique Church, fo deeply complained of, be wailed, and appoſed 


by che Fathets of old, were, according to a true eſtimate, but as 


fh idows of thefe fins, and of light demerit, in compariſon. 


j 


XX. 


unſatis ſied about that which Peter did, in going to the Gentiles 
. at (Cornelius his houſe in Ceſarea, and having communion with 
them, Peter, in order to their ſatisfaction, and his own jufti- 
_ fication in holding communion with them, doth not iaſiſt upon, 
nor ſo much as mention, or hint, their being baptized; but only 


the gift of the Holy Ghoſt given unto them by God in Teſtimo- 
ny of theif’ Faitb. For u much then (ſaith he) a God gave them 
the like gift at be did wnto us, Who beleeved on the Lord eſuus 


who, or what, wer I chat I could withſt and Ged? Aas 


or an 


17. Where (by the way) it is obſetvable, that Peter judg- - 


concerning whole faith in Chrift he had received 
ſiatisfaction. Upon the ſald account given by Peter, it follows 


lock upon Baptifin,as — 
or Beceſſary to found in thofe, wrk 
ibis may lawfully be held. For if ſo, W/ 


4 
& 
4 


18% when they beard theſe things, they held their | 
aui glorified God, faying, Then bath Cod alſo to the Gentiles 


ante vepéntance unto life, From whence it is c vident, that 
ither did Peter himfelf,nor jet the Bret hren of this Church at 


eſſential to Chriſtian commr- 


ig 
pe 
| | 


| 33 


ſome of the Brethren of tho Church ati-Iérw/alem were 
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“i 
of beleeving, for h is vindient ic n in holding com · 
munion wih them ? Yea and wt 8 did not thoſe who.contend. 


munion upon. 
about which Peter was now queſtioned at Ieruſalem, was 
conſtructively at lealt ſuch a.communion, is evident; 1. Be- 


fn Church: 


ed with him about his ſaid act of communion, make ſome ſuck 
objection as this againſt his plea in Read of being fatisficd with 
it) Why doſt thoutell the falling of the Holy Ghot upon 


Gentiles, orof their beleeving? is this to jattifie thee 
. going in unto them ? Tell us were they baptized, or no ? Cer. 


tainly both Peters filence of Baptifm in his plea, and tbeit 
filence in not inquiring after it for their ſat isfaction, dévifine 
and c onjundtim prove, that Bactifn j in thefe days was loeked 
upon as no foundation effeatislly requifice to build Church com- 
For chat that communion withthe Gentiles, 


caufe Peter for shexcin,,-pleads the falling of 
the Holy Ghoft upon them asa teſtimony from God of their 
baleeving in Chriſt, whichis no oper or Pleq for 
juſtiſication of the lawfulnefs of any other communion. 
That communion which confifted in any kind of eating 
* mea, wis by the ewe, who were the men that now 
contended with Perer about his communion with the Gentiles, 
interpreted as an acknowledging and owning of them i 917 
lotion Gad, and as per in Covenant with him. Ia 
which reipact they judged it unlawful for 2 torfit at ble, 
aad eat meat with an unproſelyted Gentile, as appears from 
Tal, 4 30. and ſundty other places. Ves our Saviour him- 
ſelt looked upon tegulat fotbearance of communion in this 
eafe, as 2 ma ter of Religion, and of lite nature with the of- 
fering of facrsfice, Mat. 9. 13. compared with ver. £0.11, 
No 3 that that communion, which Peter had with — 
‘thefe Gentiles, was after, not before, their baptizing, is little 
to the purpoſe. Fer that their baptizing was meerlyacciden:=- 
al und irrelative to his communion with them; — 4 


1. Beciaſe he builds his Juftafigation in ic upon qui 


foundation (as we have heard) wiz, the gifs.ot the H Holy Gh 
unto them in teſtimony of their beleeving (which notwith- 
our Brethren: — to juſſiſſe them ina 
ice commonton, unleft it be ccked out wieh baptizing.) 


4 


— 
* 
* 
§ 
a 
4 
7 
7 
> 
6 
3 
7 
— 
— 
— 
* 
> 
* 
e 
wit « 
2 
7 
"lal 3 
- 
1 
@ 
2 
7 
2 
14 
2 
a 
E 
2 * * * 
* 
— —g— — ——̃—— —̃ —v— — 


| 
ery 14 


bad) pleoaty ſatisſaction of chat ict of Peter incommunicating 
with chem, were fully fatisfied with the account mentioned, 
making vo queſtion for conſcience fake about their baptizing. In 
manner this very Church at whilebefore, bad 
admitted into their communion, only upon Barnabas hies 
| Aer laring unto them that be had feon the Lord iu the way, and | 
| that be had /poken to him, aud Low be had preached boldly at Daw hte 
maſeus in the name of fefas, (Acti. g. 25.) without having heard 
the leaſt inkling of his bsptizing, Yeait may beaqueltionwhe- 
_ ther Barnabas himfelf knew chat he bad been baptized: but 
 howeverif he did know it, it is ſcarce a queſtion, but that b: 
ig now to prepare him a way into commu ĩon with this Church, 
he would havereprefented his Baptiſm, it he had judged the know —- 
ledg hereof neceſſary for this Chureh, before they could lawfully 
ive him inte their communion. Vea little befete this, . ] 
niai at Damaſeus had given him the right hand of Chriſtian tei: 
lovſhip in calling him, Brother, before he was baptized. There: 
opt Brechrens conecit.of fuch an ahſolute neceſſity of Baptim 
h order to Chuxcb- fellamſhip, a5 phey dream of, is but an Apo- 
C.typhal dream, without fogting or foyndation in the Scriptures, 
How much more is the emphaſis of this their conecit Apocrypha!, 
which beareth, not that Baptifm fimp'y, tut Baptiſm according 
do their model of eireumſtances, ig every. eirumſtantial punctillo 
adminiftced, is of this Soyeraign a 
and capacitate — 9 ? Do they affect to be 


eich. more wile or more Holy them God 


Chrift afcended up on high, it is ſaid be lei C 
Captive, and mens Some, Apoſt les; and 
Prophets: and fome Evangelifis : and ſome Paftors, and 
Teachers, For the perfeſting of the Saints, for the work of the 
Minister y, and for the edit abe body of Grif, &c. Epbeſ. 
From hence jt, light mn 
Teac was intended by him, aot with limitation to Saint 
Baptized, or fer che ol them, but to Saéwts imply nd. 
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ame) Saints wichdutiexception of any, in wbeh the 


of Body of Chi confilts of albehefe 10 

Pate Bers avs,’ Now if Patent and 
were given by ( bref thar all Saints, br ether; bap» 


eae tired or unbaptized, fhould be pevfetted by them, and the Whole 5 
Cheit edityed; chen certainly they Have all 0 
id as much as) Paltors und Trechets Rave 
eallings only’ by, arid! reſideret in Churches. her 
they in any capacity, or OF perf-ing them, 
when, and Wwhilſt, they are med 
of Churct+ ip anto by nem a 
tients of te werds them for 
E perfetting? Fighting sgaintt Chrift is fin moft dtea ſully ter⸗ 
whe: be pleaded in præyer he 
en upon this account,F or they tom nor What they} “Bat Ieratt, 
|... the mother of fad Devotion Uf Brethren, 
yen Ppole, ‘the Councel of 


~ 


‘che maby r ‘asin ‘our way | 

. @fthem of great pregniticy and fireng’h; bey eminowe 
eye) which. feperare between our jud ann de nece 
pes or expediency, Bipa Dio ping (which rea- 
way be pibl.fhes in duetime) we have fome diſegu age- 


8 Tare little over the peace this Nation, 


„ 
* ‘ j 
1 ‘ 2 


. 
* 
a 
~ 
7 
> 
* 
* 
> 
5 
7 
a 
2 
84 
od 
7 7 
7 : 
*. 
* 
—— — —„—-— — — 


5 E and dominecring ſpirit of this ſott of men ſo nume- 
boch from Ireland and Scotland, that as fut asthe Intereſt ang 
power, fo far the inſolency slfo and importuns heughtint is 
that generation we ſpeak of, extendethin boch theie Nat ions, 
nud that all pesfons, of what Iategrity or worth ſoever other- 


wale; sarho'are not enlightened with their dat kneis about tbeit 
tioden under foot like unſavory fale,, and judged 
for truſt or power with them, being allo ẽv 
ed only the preferments of drawing water, and hewing wood. 
One ol this faction or party in England ſ and he no ſmall begger 
neither) ſpesking of a. Perſon, Who, though not of his judg- 
ment about ide neeeſſity dipping, yet other wiſe man (to 
g my knowledg) that had very well de ſer ved of that way in ſe- 
veral ſeſpects, as well publique, as private, yet {peaking (I 
2) of this perfon, he faid in the prefence of ſeveral pérfons 
ok qunlity, that He deferved to be banged; anaphorifmeonfor :- 
‘pant to later ſaying of preacher of that way about the Ci- 
ty who in diſcourſe with 8 pet ſon (walking in communion 
wich me) about his judgment, und de ing (as it ſeenms) worſt- 
ae d in the skirmifh, at laſt recovered all the ground he had 
loſt with this or the like, Epipboxema; that the might find her 
Church at Zybarn, and the Gallows,, Thefe words I regard 
bat as notwiehftanding it may concern others todook 
Aiter ehe fire. But ſurely theſe men, when chey come iato 
| thie Kingdom of Authority and power, will execute judg- 
and jaftice without partial ty. If o, ched, He that de- 
to de hanged, muſt expect no better quarter then ibt 
halter 2 and iſ juſt ice be ad miniſtted without parti ty). 
in the ſame condemnbtion of Anti- dipping Wia him 
may bear him company in the ſame expectation. Let no aaa 
“thinkgthat:becaufe I write chefe things, 1 do not charts. 
| the men, ot whomIfpesk,or that 
00 lofty and Riff to dy mans unworthineſs whst- 
hand of his grace hathteken my o 
[of ic becween fin anden, My 
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thoagh' éner ation o Vipers a, there were ſome who belecvad 
3 bite 110 & in Cbriſt b; fo among thoſe, who have been baptized in their 
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Confeienes beareth me witnefs in the Holy Ghoft, chatatThave 
been cordially and chriftianly reſpectſul and friendly unto thefe 

men, as far as I have had ity to ferve am I ſtill re- 

dy to bow down and lick the duſt at the feet even of the meaneſt 


of them, and of 8 them, who ever he be, that is mx 
greateſt enemy, for their fpirttual,yea or temporal accommodation. 
Nor do 1 deny, ot doubt, but that as amongft the Phariſeer, 


7.30 — witer. fome there are baptized into the Spirit of Chiſt, and 
Act. 15. 5 


ingale ( ſome fay ) by converfing among nes will forget her 


native notes,and learn to chirp. Moreover, thofe 


were not 
in Hazael’s heart; whileſt he was yet a Subject, which were af- 


Akin. terwards ingendered there, Wen he to be King over 


ria d. 


Secondly, There i is say of thole worthy 
tber, Calvin, Bead, Bucer, Peter Mariyr, 
with others of like name and worth /( almoft) without 1 
whofe piety, zeal and faithfulneſs in conjunction with their ſingu- 
_ lar gifts and abilities of learning, God ws pleaſed to honour and 
ule in the glorious Work of the Reformation, and in the defeace 
god on of the reformed Religion unto this day, but in 
their ‘Writings, Commentaries upon the Scriptures, and others, 
wf. gue and ed comps 
againft this generation of men, enemies o the progtefsiof the 
Goſpel, and: iby their unchriſtian and unworthy carriages; caufing 


8 

of of, and by the Adverfaries thereof in 

| Thirdly We underftand by the and | 

— own experience time after time informeth us in part, chat ma - 
Sometime engaged in that way, alter tryal of it, haveforfaken — 

us dot finding Ood, or Chrift, init. Hid Ate 


‘tions, gc fome of us are abls tu teſti as much upon ont ows Rnow- 


— 


fal. 106.36. the Heat ben, in time ‘learned their Works e, und 


the good Word of God and the Reformed Religion to be evil ! | 


Fourthly, We underftadd by 
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with undipt Chur thes... 101 4 
Conventions there is no confidersble prefencs of God with them ; 
that chere is little taught amongſt them with any evidence ot de- 


the Scriptures are very defectivel 
ever and anon wrefted to the countenancing and magnitying of 
their own private conceit. and notion about Baptifm ; and that the 
KgRreateſt part of the time, during thefe Meetings, is ſpent in frnitlefs 

Alterestions, and vain jangliogs. Nor know we any ground to be- 


men, which we know not, then it is in thoſe which we know. 
_ Fifchly, Another ching of little leſs difcouragement unto us then 
the former, is, that thete have been, and ſtill are extant, three or 


5 | four feveral Editions, or man-devifed modes, of Dipping, every 


latter pretending to correct the infoffieiency, irregularity, or in- 


convenience, of the former. In regar 
derſtand ) in Read of being once baptized, have been dipped three 


monſttation of the Spirit, with any Authority and Power; that 
y and lamely opened and applyed, 


leeve that it is much bettet in thoſe other Congregations of theſe 


d whereof, fome (we un · 


F 3 9 


or four times over, thus committing that fin in Baptifm, which — 


Chrift prohibits in prayer, the Gin, I mean, of vain repetitions. So 


that in cafe our Conſciences did lead us to baptiſmal Dipping, 


the particular mode or form, 


yetthould we be at a lot 
; Chrift, there being fo many 


which is agréeable to the mind 


| I newelt Invention, and which (as we underſtand) is of grearcft 


eſteem, it is, a5 far a8 we are able to conceive by the tepreſentation 


Competitors for this honour, And for the Mode of the lateſt and | 


cb ic made unto fome of us, fo contrived, and foto be managed, 


that the Baptift, who dippeth according to it, had need be a man of 
limbs, and of very able and active body 
Wieldy, runs a great hazard of meeting with Chrifts lattet Bip- 
tiſm * in ſtead of his former. And if this manner of Baptizing 
were in ufe in the Apoſtles days, it is no great marvel that Paul, be- 
iag a man little and low of ſtature (as Hiſtory reports him, and 


diuimſelf overtures, 2 Cor, 10. 1, 10.) cared fo little and ſeldom to 
upon.the work. Apd.yet thould we helitare mour 
authorized by God to ad miniſter ſuch a kind of Baprifm un- 
dom. For we ars not get baptized into the belief of either of theſe 
ee Dockrines; either, 1. That a perſon unbaptized, may, -withou a * 
ial call or warten from God, 


mach more, where do find acompetent perfon among 


| 
| 


: ocherwife the 
i 1 if in any degree corpulent or un- 


Luke 12. % 
20.22 


⅛röꝛWia ˙¹.qũÄ —· ¹v ¹mwZ 


— CRE 


— — 
— 
af 


> 
— 
— 
— 
— 
\ 
» 


— 

= 


——— 


*. 


= 


é 
§ 
K 
= 
— 
4 
j 
* 
— 
= + 
4 
by 
2 — 
71 
ith 
e 
~ 
é 


4 to us from the way mentioned, is, that 
the bridg of Anabaprifm, can find (as it feems )] no firm ground to 


2 | 


that any oſ thofe, who have been dipped 


total immerfion, or fubmerfion, by him that 
the baptized themfelves are wont to ſubmerge the greater part of 


ſe · baptized, then 


encireling women with women after their 


ng ſhould prove Apocry 


Falch of his Prdfelytes and Diſciples, 
mandet 


- 


Cow $IDERAT. XXII. for 
3, nndértake the Adminiſtration; Or, 2. That that was 


a cafe of noceſſity, wherein either Nicholas Stork (withhisthree 


Comrades) in G about the year 1521, or whoever he was 4 


cht firſt, bimfelf being in his own Judgment and Conſeience un- 


baptized, pteſumed to baptize others after that exotique mode in 
this Nation. Nor ate we convinced or clear in our judgments, la 
amongft us, have been 
tightly baptized, if it be ſuppoſed that true Baptifm confiftsina a 
baptizeth ; becanfe 


their bodies, before the Baptift comes at them ; and ſo are rather 
baptized ae to what the 
to fpeak — Ba Befides, we do not 8 in the 
Sctiptures of any Baptifmal Boots, or Baptifmal Breeches, or of 
ſhiiting garments to avoyd the danger of being baptized, 2 of 
the Wa- 
ter to ſalve their modeſty, with ſome other devices now, or ‘of late 
in frequent ufe amongſt our new Baptifts in the way of their prac- 
tife. All chefe things narrowly conſidered, miniſter a ground of 
vehement ſuſpition unto us, left the whole ftory of Bsprifnal 199 
Sixthly, Another thing much difcouraging 
they who have paficd over 


ſtand on onthe other fide, but are ever and anon ſhifting theit 


| Judgmerns and their ptactiſes, running out into ſtrange and un- 
couth opinious, heaping up obſervation upon obſer vation: yea 
their on Churches and Congregations, not withſtanding their 


high Purification by Baptifm, are ſometimes unclean to them; in 
fo much that they divide, and fubdivide, yea and are ready to die 
vide again their diviſions. 

Seventhly, Whereas Antichrift him(elt i is not more 
tian, then in ¢laiming and exercifing ſuch æ dominic n over the 
by vettue whereof he com- 
upon Mitifters and Teachers of his 
own Faith and wicked perſwaſion in matters of Religion, — bol 

voto them the hearing of Proteſtant Preachers; we 

that the {ame high-impofing ſpirit domineets ge-. 
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with undipt Churches. 
| | | 


N und that they alſo ſolemnly conjure all their Profelytes and Con- 


verts not to hear 2% Cbriſt himfelf ſpeak ng by any other 


mouth, then theirs; thus bearing them in hand, as if a voyce from 
Heaven like unto that, which was heard by the people at (hrifts 

Bapti(m concerning him, had come unto them alfo in reference to 
themfelves and their Teachers, in this or the like tenor of words: 


We are the only true Churches and Miniſters of Cbriſt. HAAR 
US. Yea there was of late a very great Schifm made in one of 


Churches, snd the greater part apolynagognibed by the 
becaufe of the high mifdemeanor of ſome of the Members in hear. 


ing the words of eternal life from the mouths of fuch Miniſters, 
who follow not them in their way. Such principles and practiſes 


as thefe we judg to be moſt notoriouſly and emphatically Anti- 


chriftian, and {uch wherein (as was ſaid ina like caſe) the very 
horns and hoofs of the beaſt may be felt and handled. Yea we can- 
not but judg them to be of moft pernicious conſe quenee to the 


precious Souls of men, as depriving them of the beft means and op- 


their recovery out of all fuch faares, wherein at any time their foot 


portunities which God moſt gracioufly affordeth unto them for 


may be taken. This is another grand difcouragement unto us from „ 


Eighthly, We obferve, That (more generally) when men or 
women have ſuffered themſelves to be intangled with a conceit of 
that way;efpecially when they have bowed down their Judzments 
and Confciences unto it, they are prefently found in that fad con- 


| ditiomand diftemnper, | wherein the pere lived the 


24 n, upon their ſubjection to the yoke of Circumei on when be 


demanded of them, ho hath bewitched you 2? For as theſe Were 4 Gal.3 1. 


{o ſtrangely beſotted and diffenfed with their notion of Circumci- 


ſion and legal Obfervations, that the Apoftle himſelf feared > that Gal. 4. u. f | 


he ſhould not be able to deliver them, no not by the cleareſt argu- 
ments and demonftrations of the vanity and danger of their new 


notion, and practiſe: fo are the Reafons, Judgments and Under- 


{tandings of the p:rfons we {peak of, fo ftupificd, diſttaught, and 


cConfounded with the admiration of theit Water work, and thir 
airy conceits about it, that all Reafon oppofing it, isa Barbarian 
| unto them; common fence is a myftery toacceffible to their under- — 


ftandings, the light of the noon-day offering to diſcover any na- 


Caria 


kednefs in theit way, is as dark as che darłne ſs of mid · night it 5 „ 
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Men of found and ferions intellectuals are as men that {peak unto 
them in a ſtrange tongue, if they ſpeak any thing againſt their way. 
They know not valleys from hills, nor hills from valleys, rivers from 
trees, vor trees from rivers, halfs from wholes, nor wholes from 
halfs, precepts from promifes, nor promiſes from precepts, cere. 
mony from fubftance, nor ſubſtance from ceremony; every di- 
ſtinction that attempts to thew them the error of their way, ip/o 
facto becomes a Chaos and confufion. On the other hand, for the 
maintenance and defence of their way, the ſhadows of mountains 
ſeem valiant and armed men; ftubble and rotten wood, are turned 
into weapons of ſteel and iron before them; letter becomes ſpirit, 
face becomes heart, promiſe becomes precept, ceremony becomes 
ſubſtance, Apoſtles become ordinary men and women, diſputeables 
become demonſtrat ions, and peradyentures become all Yeas and 
Amen. In reſpect of theſe marvellous and fad diftempers in 
their fancies and underſtandings, to reafon with them about their 
way, or to endeavor their convidtion, ſeldom turns to any better 
account then a beating of the ayr, or then Diogenes his begging ap· 
plications to the 
But Ninethly (and lafily) The firft. born of all D. ſcouragements 
unto us in this kind, is, that which our eyes dayly fee, and our ears 
oft hear, and wherewith our hearts are continually made fad with- 
in us, va. that the generality or far greater part of thoſe, who 
tura afide into this way, do, ſome more ſuddenly, others by degrees, 
impair and decline in their Graces, loſe that ſweetneſs, meekneſs, 
| love, and Chriftian humility of ſpirit, wherewith they were for- N 
merly adorned, as if they were baptized in A arab a, or in the wa- 
ters of the Red Sea. Never did we know any that by being dipped 
_ added thereby fo much as an hairs bredth to his ſpiritunl ſtature, 
or that bi came in any degree either more meek, or more humble, 
or more patient, or more merciful, or more mortiſʒ ed, ſelſ.deny- 
irg or ihe like; but very many have we known and heard of, who 
upon fuch an engagement have made ſhipwrack of much ſpiritual 
treafure, wherewith God had bleſſed them under their firft Bap- 
tiſm. Many have we known, who went into the water, Lambs, 
and came out of it Wolves and Tygers: many who wentin,Doves, _ 
and came out, Serpents ; ag if they had met with the ſpirit that 
_tules in the ayr under the water, in ftead of the {weet Spirit of 


Cbriſi. Yea wehave known fome, who ſoon after their dipping — 
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with undipt Churches, 


have perpetrated 
their formet gevius, which if any man had challenged them be- 
fore their dipping, that they would do after, we have reafonto 
judg they would have replied to the challenge, as Hazael did to 
Eliſta in ſome what a like caie; But what is thy (ervant a dog 
that he foould do this great thing? 2 King. 8. 13. So many tad 
ipectacles and ſtot ies, wherewith oureyes and ears are fill'd 
from time to time, efpecially not being ballanced or counter- 

poy ſed wich any thing defireable, or of moment, put us into 
ſome fears, leſt as God, in his jutt, though ſegtet judgment, 
gives Sathan a permiſſion to hannt fome houſes, and to miſuſe 


cenuſes beft known to himſelf (though ſome what might with 
good probability bs conjectured in this kind) have granted 


ſuffet themſelves to be intangled wich them, moto danger 


but only crave leave (without offence J to make known our 


bers. And howevet, God faving multiplied gtac-, mercy 


unto us in that way of his worfhip, wherein at pre- 


and perce 


ſent we walk, we judge it no Cbriſtias prudence to tempt 
iim io another. But whether out Brethres have any juſt caufé 
to caſt ai out of their communion, for not torfaking a way of | 
experienced peace and ſafety, to walk in a way of fo much dan- 
ger, as that they feck to con jure us into, we leave to their own | 
conſciences, and to all confidering men, to judg and deter- 


* 1 * 

E 


ConsIDERATION XXIII. 


The Confideration that featetti unto me the conelu tency and 


force of all tha former, aguinſt tho pra ctiſe of Charch-rending 


thing that hath been yet brought to light (aad I preſu m of all 
‘ever will, or em be) in juſtiſien of it. 
It not true, (is fur Been ſuffi cienti) proved) that e. 


| | | | 43 
and dor e things ſo unworthy and unſutable to 


and terriſie thoſe that ſhall lodg in them; fo he ſhould, for 


unto this enemy of menkind ſome what a like power, over th 
opinion and practiſe ot Nebaptizing, and to tempt thoſr, Who 
ouſ- 

ly and prevailingly, then chofe, who in fimplicity of heart walk 
before him in the contrary way. We are not definitive in this; 


upon the p etence of undipt méatbers, is, the invalidity of any Fim Argu-. 
ment againſt 
lawfulinefs 
of communion 
wich undipet 
ot Churches, 
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The third 


Second Argue 2. Nor do the contents of 4. 2. 41. prove, fo much as in 
miut Anfwere | 


it 
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Consrperat.XXIII. for Church-Communion 
memberſh p to all the leg i ate mempers of it. Or if this 
could de made goo}, yet would it not follow from hence, that 
therefore Baptiſm mult needs confti ute the Chriſtian Church. 

For what though it be fuppofed that Baptiſm ſucceedeth in the | 
place of circumeifion (a ſuppoſition, which though true and de. 
monſtrable enough, yet neither lives, nor dyes, to me) yet it 
followeth not, that it fhould: ſuec ed it in all its citcumſtantial 
ends and relations. So omos lucceeded David in his Kingdom, 
yet he did oot fucced him in his wives or concubines, or any hi? 
relations of affiaity. Ne 


— 
1 


i 


dei ſtan⸗ 


—— —— 


44 
a memb-t. For, 1. Thofe who are ſaid to have been baptized (in 
the former parc of the verſe) are not ſaid ( in the latter) to have 
been added to the Church, but ſimply, ern, they were 
„ Added, or added to. If the queſtion be, to what, or to whom 
* they were added, if not to the Church; the Holy Choſt him- 
:  felf may inform yon, expreffing himfelf more plainly in a like cafe, 
Ac. 11. 24. And much people was AD DBD To THB p. 
And, 2. It is ſaid, Act. 2. 47. And the Lord added unto the 
! Ghurch, who? Such as were baptized? no: but, Such as 
foould be faved or, res calopdius, i. e. thoſe who are, or were, 
faved, or delivered, vsz, from the general impiety of the Jewi/ 
lt Nation, which was, not by being baptized, but by beleeving. 
3. (and laftly for this) In cafe their baptizing having been mentioned 
ft in the former part of the verfe, it ſhould been faid (in the latter) 
that they were added unto the Church, yet uta cero would not 
have proved qua ve; the recording of their addition to the Church | 
After their being baptized, will not prove this addition to have been 
Hebd made by vertue, or by means of their baptizing. In the former 
| piurt of the verle, 6. 49. Chriſt telleth the that sheir 
f Fathers did cat Mauna in the Wild:rnefs: be {ubjoyneth in the 
1 Alacter, aud are dead. Will any man ręaſon from hence; becauſe 
this eating Manna is reported in the former part of tha vexſe, and 
, « their deach, or being dead, in the latter; therefore their death was 
— caufed by their cating ef manna, 
3. Nor doth that of che, Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 12. 13. male any 
bit more (if nos rat her Jefe) ſor Churph- conſtitution by Baptiſm, 
lden the former. For, 1. When the Apoſtle faith, 47 one Spirit 
— we are all baptixed into one body, it is hot neceffary we ſhould un- 


undipt Churches. 


derſtand him to fpeak of water · Bꝛptiſwy; becaufe, 1. Heteisanc- - 
ther element expreſly named, wherein this Baptiſm might be ad. 
miniſtred, viz. tbe Spirit, whereas there is no mention of water 
28 all. 2. Tae phrate of being baptized with the Spirit, or 
with the Holy Gholt (as might have been tranflat- 
ed here, as it is in all other places of like eonſtruction, as viz, 
. Mat. 3. 1 1. Aar. 1. 8. Cub. 3. 16. lob. 1.33. 1. 1. 5, Aas | | 
11, 16.) is moſt ulual and frequent in the Scriptures (is the fe- 
veral texts now / cited fufficiently declare; ) whereas, to be with, 
or through, the fpirit, baptized with water, isanuncouthand 
hard expreſſion, no where found in che Scriptures, nor carry- 
ing aay regular Sence init. 3. Ifthe wnity or oneneſs of the 
body here ſpoken of, did, or doth depend upon their baptizing 
with water, and was caufed by this, it had been impertinent 
for the Apoſtle to ment ion the unity ot the Spirit, For we by ene 
Spirit are al, &c. he ſhould rather have inſiſſ ed upon the one- 
neſs, ot ſame · neſs of water Baptifm (as he doth, Epe 4. 5. 
4.᷑. The unity or onenefs of the body, of which the Apoſtle 
i peaks, is not fo much, or fo proper, an effect of water · Baptiſm, 
no Hor of the onenefs of this Baprifm (if it be any effect of ei- 
ther at all) is of the Spirit, by which this body is inſpired, anima- 
ted, ated, and moved, and the members of it knit together, 
and kept from diſſolutioo. 5. Whether all the members of he 
body were baptized with water, or no, is uncettain. The Apo- 
{tle expr: fly profeffeth that he bapt zed [ viz. with water ] ver / 
few of them ; and who elſe ſhould baptize them all, no where 
appears; whereas that they were sll with, or by, the Spirit hap- 
tized into the fame body i. c. perſa a and overruled in 
their judgments and conſciences to imtody themſelves in a pro- 
teſſion of the Faith of Jcfus Chriſt, and of the Goſpel ] is un- 
queſtionable. 6, The Spirit is no where ſaid to baptize maa 
With water, nor are men any where faid to be baptized with 
water by or through the Spirit. 7. Though there be no expreis 
mention in the verf either of God, or of Chr. ſt, who elſe here 
(the one, or the other) are faid to baptize with the Spirit, thofe 
who are thus baptived, yet verſe. 6. God is named, and this 
under the conſideration of his unity, or famencfs, as Working | 
al in a: But it is the fame God that worketh all in all. And | | | 


in the next verſe it is {aid ; Bae the manifeſt ation of the Spirit is 
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ante every man, 8c. Lweaning, by God, mentioned in 
_ ‘the verfe preceding. J B fidcs, There ig nothing more familist in 


: 
| 


dy (fitch he) one, and hath many members, and all the members 
ef that one body, being many, are one body: fo Chrift ; intinm- 


unto, every of thefe members refpe ively, but 


portionably, and fo by means of the onenefs or famenefs of it, 
caufeth a joynt coalition and natural conſent in all thefe members 
to conſtitute and mske one and the fame entire body; fo is the 


drink into one Spirit, the Apoſtle ſ 
drinking in the Supper; 1. Beeauſe drinking, ot the ſup, in this 
~Sacramenr, is never found memioned apart, or without metition 


the Scriptutes, then to exprefs fuch sions, which are proper 


1 unto God, or Chrift, indefinitely, and without che mention of ei- 

ther. A Power ws given urto me ſaith Chrift, meaning by 
Sod his Father ] in Heaven and in Earth, Matth. 28. 18. 
loaſtances of this conſtruction, fee Matth. 12.37. and 25. 29. 


Philip. 4. 12. (beſides many others.) Yea actions appropriate, 


Wöbethber to Angels, or men, ara fometimes thus expreffed. 


8. The refemblance which the Apoſtle borrowed (in the Verfe 


bext preceding that in hand) from the natural body, ſheweth that f 
the unity ot oneneſs of that Church body of which he here ſpeak. 


eth, is not ſuch sn onenefs which aecrneth unto it by Watet- Bp. 
tifm, or any external Rite or Ceremony, but by the onenefs and 
ſameneſs of that Spirit, by which it is (as it were) inform’d in- 
wardly, and ſupported in life, and ſpiritual Being. For as the bo- 


ting, that asthe natural body, notwithftanding the plurality and 
diverfity of its members, yet ts, is made, or becometh, one intire 
body, not by any external or accidental ‘thing befalling, or done 


by chat fpirit of 
life which diffuſeth it felf into all and every of thefe members pro- 


myftical or ſpirituil Body of Cbriſt made, and doth become, one 
and the fame Body in its kind, notwithftanding che creat number 
and difference of the perfons, who are the membets cf it, by means 


ol that Spirit, aud his unity and ſameneſs, which communicates 

hbimſelt inwardly unto them all, raifing and begetting in them ur 
holy conſent to love and ferve, and accommodate one another 

much after the fame manner, m the natural members in that other 


body do. 9, Nor is it any ways probable, that in that clanfe, x 
ers tranſlated, and have been made to 


peaketh of the facramental 


of the bread in the fame-contextare of Setipture with it. 2. Ze 
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fay that they, who have before this their drinking, received the 
ſime Spirit, are made to drink Cat the Lords rae for, into, or 
unto,the fame Spirit, is very iMproper,and not without very much 
ado, fo much as truth. 3. Neither are Beleevers any where faid, 
to be made to drink, or to have drink given them, at the Lords Ta- 
ble, in order to their obtaining the fame Spirit. 4. Learned Expo- 
fitors give notice of feveral different readings of this claufe, found 


Manuleripts, and other Copies. Ina Manuſeript (faith Groti- 


upon the place) this clauſe is thus read: g dec, d 
i.e. and We all are one Body. Occumenius(it {eems ) did read it thus: 
V ir ig & wvedue, i. e. and we all drank, 
or were cauſed to drink, one potion, ot one drinking, for, or unto, 
one Spirit. Some of the Fathers read the claufe in their language, 
Et omnes unum Ipirit um potavimus, i. e. and we all have drank 
one Spirit; with which the Syriac alſo accordeth. 5. The mean: 
ing of the clauſe ( if the reading we have be judged authentique) 
conftrued with the former, feems to be this: We have by the /ame 
Spirit, not only, or ſimply, been baptized into one and the fame Bo- 
dy, Ii. e. received {uch a proportion, or meaſure of the Spirit given 
ut, which is ſufficient to make us one Body, ] but we have alſo 
— made to drink unto one Spirit, [ i. e. have rect ived of this 
Spirit of God fo liberally, fo plentifully, that we may very well 
become one Spirit hereby amongſt our {clves, and walk together 
without either divifions in judgmẽts, or diſtances in our affeCtions] 
This conſtruction of the prepofition, 276, might be exemplified 
from the Scriptures: and however, there is no hardoefs or un- 
plea ſantneſs in it. And this Expoſition of the clauſe, receives 


countenance from all thoſe paſſiges in both Epiltles, wherein the 


Apoſtle fignifies the more then ordinary pourings out of the Spirit 
in variety of gifts and grices upon theſe Corinthians. But, 10. 
(and lafily) Suppoſe it ſhould be granted, 1. That the Apoſtle in 
this Verſe {peaks of Water · Baptiſm, 2. That his meaning is, that 
by this Baptiſin, they had been all baptized into one Body; Vet, 
1. It doth not follow, that this mutt needs be under ſtood con- 
fitmtively, but declaratively only ; and that all implyed hereby 
ſhould be, that by their Naptiſm they did declare, or fignotenus — 
pretend, unto the world, that they were ove Body, not that the 
were conſtituted, or really and actuilly made one Body, by their 


Buyptiſm. 2. Both the faid particulars admitted, yea and this #0, 
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that they were (inafence) by Water-Bapti(m baptized [confi- 
tutively | into one Body, yet will it not follow from all thefe put 
together, either, 1. But that they might have been, yea and now 
were, the fame Body, which they were, by another Conſtitution, 
and Conſtitutor (one, or more) beſides that of Water. Baptiſm; 
Or, 2. That no other kind of Water- Baptiſm, but only that by 
D ppir g. would have been every whit as effectual, as that by dip- 
ing, to conſtitute or make them one Body. As to the former; Men 
may be truly ſaid to be juſtified [ i. e. conſtituted or made tighte- 


ous] by Faith; and yet as truly be ſaid alſo to be juſtified by 


Chrift, yes and by God himfclf, and this with the felf fame Juli. 
fica ion. Yea Children without Faith are juftified with the fame 


Juſtification by God and Chriſt, wherewith men Beleevers are 
juſtified through Faith. In like manner a company of Beleevers, 
muy be faid to be conſtituted a Church by Bapti/m,and yet be faid 
to be conſtituted and made this very Church by the Spirit of 
Chr ft,or by Faith alfo ; yea though Baptifm be wanting, yet may 
theſe perſons be a Church of a like, as found, as worthy a conſtitu- 
tion by means of the other two, the Spirit of Chrift, and Faith. 


To the latter; Suppoſe baptizing by ſptinkling, or pouring water 


on the face, or head, were only the Ordinance of men, and not of 


Cbriſt; yet by common agreement and confent about the fignifi- 


cation and purport of this Ordinance, a general ſubmiſſion unto it 
by men, might as well and as much, conſtitute them one and the 
~ fame Body, as baptizing by dipping would do. It is true, upon ſuch 


a ſuppoſition as this, the unity of the Body, fo far as the ceremony © 
_. of fprinkling hath to do in it, is not raiſed, or effected, according to 
the mind or precept of C hriſt; bat yet thoſe othet Conſtitutors 
bol the ſame unity (I mean, the Spirit of God, and Faith) are not 
dcfeated in their operations or effects hereby. So that the Body, 
ot Church, we ſpeak of, is a true Body or Church of Cbriſt, al- 
though the external Contributor towards the unity of it, be not 
ſuch as it ought to be. But in this latter part of our Anſwer, we 
put our ſelves to more trouble then we need, by arguing againſt 
ſuch thing:, which neither can be proved, nor are (indeed) in them 
lelves probable. However our Brethren may pleaſe to take notice 
_here-from how ready and defirous we are to give them ſatisfaction 


tothe largeſt m-afure chey can deſite it. 


4 (And laftly) Whereas an unlawfulnefs of communicating 
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with Chur 
is argued from hence; that the Go 
proves of, any {uch communicati 

poſtles days; we anſwer, 


his ankles, w hen he went (as is fappofed) into it: yet our Bretbten e. 
build very high, and with confidence ( more then enough) upon a 
far greater depth then fo init. Nor is it recorded that any of the 
ſeven Churches of Aſia, or the greater part of the Members of any 
of them, were bape zed: yet our Brethren would think it una 
ſonable in us to deny it. But by what Law ſhould out Brethren 
]judg it unreaſonab e in us to deny, upon the account of a non be- 
ing recorded, what they ſuppoſe to be true; when as they judg it 
very commendable in themiclvcs to den that only upon the amm 
account of not being recorded, which we judg to be true? But if 
we deny them the principle, or priviledg of unres ſonableneſs, tier 
fabrick falls to the ground. 
23. Wbere the Scripture, not only allows, but enjoyneth, the 
bel eving yoke-fellow in marriage, cohabitation with the unbe- 
leeving, there it doth ex ſuperabundanti both approve and ri quite 
Church cohabita tion and communion of che bapt zed with the un- 
baprized ; at lcaſt where boch parties are really fanctified by Faith 
in Cbriſt eſus, and the Biptiz d have moſt folemoly , and in the 
and before many witneſſos of his Saints, engaged 
themſelves by promi ſe unto the other, to walk with chew in a 
the Ordinances of God and of Cbriſt, as they ſhould be at any 
time re vt aled and made known unto them. I ſhall not (1 ‘uppofe ) 
need to traverſe the compariſon. The Argument 4 minore ad 


majus, from the leſs probability to the grcacer, licth large above 


ground. If Infidilicy, which is cen times worſe then the want of 


for her matrimonial engagement to het Husband ; much 


bath a defe& of, or in, an outward Cite non, in ose of moe 


members of a Cariftiaa Society, any Commiition or Aa:horicy 
fram God to difcharge thofe, who call chem‘tives bap:ized, from 17 


| thofe ſacred promifes or engagements, h rein they have openly 
And avowingly affizneed themfelvestothjsSociecy, 
3. Where the Lord Corift faith, what Goa hath joyned toge- 


i | 
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andipt Churches. 49 


ches or perfons unbapt zed (as ſome call unbaptized) Feurth (ind 

(pel no where records, ot ap- ney Ae | 
Ie sg anit. 

ting by Saints baptized, in the A- de lala 

1. That it is not r. corded that the ſpring, or water, wherein with Chu ches 

the Eunuch wis baptized, was ſo deep as to reach, or come up to undip, an- 


external Ceremony, yet hath no power to abſelve the b:leeving 
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Church or ſpirĩtual Co 


fit , that they who fepara 
dciety of Saints after one, two, ‘or three years walking with tbem, 
right or power of feparating themfelves the very next 


Cons152 


lber, ler us mah pt (Alas. 19. 6.) be doth mere then 
julftifie that — which # the fubject matter of our pre- 
Debate. For if it was God, thet j 
who now look upon themfelves, as Baptized, with thoſe who are 
challenged for unb in that holy Commuoion herein they 
ſometimes walked together, then it is u plain cafe, chat no min 
(indeed no creature) whatfoever hath any authority or right of 
power, whatfoever his pretence may be, to diſſolve the band of 
this Comtnunion between them, except it be given unto him by 

- God. And then this gift or grant from God muſt be made to ap -· 
to ov ght ro own or conntenance any man in 

is 


eb e trath is, that that 41 or creature, that ſhall 
power to te or difannl any act of God, 
other wiſe God himfelf, maketh himfelt 
but ſuperior in * unto God. So that all the Queſtion is, 
‘wherher God may lawfully and with truth be entituled to thoſe 
tranſactions, by which the reſpective members of a Society or fel 
lowuſhip of Saints, do at my time imbody themfelves, or become a 
tporation. For if ĩt be either granted, ot 
proved, that God is the Author of theſe councels or motions in 
the hearts of his Saints, as well undipt, asdipped, by which tbe7 
incotporate or imbody themfelves, it will roundly follow, tha: 
men have no power, but that which is uſutped, and finfully uſed, 
to diffolve, either in whole, or in Patt, 
eee For if God, upon this fuppofition, ſhould autho- 
tixe or licenſe men to make any ſuch diffolution, he ſhould be di- 
vided sgainft; and inconſiſtent with, himſelf; giving men leave, 
what he builds up in one day, to pall down the next, For certain 
te and tend themfelves off from any So- 


had the fame 
day or hour after their firft uniting, unlefs ic be ſuppoſed 
Society in the mean time tath enormoufly corrupted 
-Spoftatized from that Faith, which it profeſſed when the faid per- 
fons firſt joyned themfelves unto it. Now whether God be the 
‘Author * thoſe counfels and motiom in the hearts of his Saints, 


that this 


8 
- 


aber che 


or potting wlander ‘what God hath joynod to- 
| urg 


thefe imbodied Societies, or ee 


it or 


eee whether dips, ot undipt, by the ducture whereof they are led to : 
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wo doth but know and confider the moſt gracious and bikff:d ed 
tendencies, yea and real effects of {uch Incorporations, when the 
perſom incorporated do but in any confiderable degree walkac- 
cording to their light, and perform the terms of their engagements, 
withitanding if a thing fo cleat and evident as this ſhould be any 
called for, the Reader ( his cafe, had rather hear 
4 y). To juſtiſis the practife of perfons dipped in 
ſeparating and tearing off themſelves from tbe Societies of Sainta 
unqdipt, it is not (fo much as in colonr or ſnew) ſufficic ut to plead. 
that they find no Example in the Scripture of any ſuch Communi- 
on; but it is abfolutely neceſſary hereunto, that they find and 
flew ſome Example (and this atteſted by the Spirit oł God) r 
ſuch a Separation, as they practiſe. They find no Example in 
Feripture of any Beleever dipped after they had been dedicated in 
their Infancy unto the Service of Chriſt by ſprinlling or waſhing: 
pet they judg themfelves bound to the practiſe. Whymaycthey 
not well judg themſelves bound to remaip in communion Witz 
- Societies undipt, although they find no Example in Scripture of a 
ke practiſe? If they practiſe in one cafe without Example, why . 
do they not the like in the other ꝰ As fos. matter of Precept, where - 
on to build either the one practife, or the other; certainly there is 
d much (or rather much more) for holding communion with 
Srͤrints, though uadipt, as for dipping, after ſprinkling, or wafhing. 
And u ſprinkling, or washing in Infancy, is no where expreſly ot 
litera tend made an exception againſt after bg lo neither 
ts this dipping made any exception or bar againſt holding comma- 
nion with Saints or Beleevers, though undipt. Lea whereas that 
Communion. we {peak of is an act ar love and of mercy, 
und confequently one of the great things of che Law, Dipping being 
only a Ceremony, and fo anfwering the tythiag ot Miot, Anile, 
and Cummin, certainly if men think chemſelves bound in Conſci- 
ence not tolesve the latter undone, they are much bound to ob 
ſerve and do the former. Thetefore they who dip a ter ſprintling. 
ia this very practiſe condemn. themſelves for breaking Commun - 
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like Be ‘ated u upon thet eof the world yet 
like to fill thy Soul.’ Cenk eration mean, is, That the 


wrath then ever, agaibitthe Poor ‘generation of the children of 


Wich the world ib miſchief ind blood hitherto (in 


it ber 


and tare the poor child (Luk-9,)' fo cruelly, as when he knew that 
“as the preſept troubles, pet coofuſions 


| . | 


de 


As let | 37 * | 


Pon of che and the igu- | 

U ment travetfed in them, I judged it not aif to ſub dyn in 

the cloze of them one Conſideration rey which den it doth 

not fo particularly relate unc the Argument of ‘the Former, ‘yee 

fay it thtough the bleffing of God cothfort,flrengehen, end relic ve 
thee againſt (uch ons Of fadnefs, wherewith, as well that 


and diforderly behavior of men there 


as thany other parts of ng better," if bot of tuch worlt iw pom, 


Great Troubler of the World, the Devil, knowing’ that he hath 
now but a very ſhott time, 9 like to arm him(elf wich greater 


wen, the objects ot his deadly kary ind moſt inveterate indigna- 
tio. They’ who have 


their turns of mortaliry ta take, ciher 


in whole, or in part, are like to learn and know more within the 
ſpace of one year what's DEVIL then thofe who have 


ltvid’ before them bave done in feven. 


atan, hath bur 


Tb ſeope ot time before kim wherein to t, was a kind of temp- 
upon him to remifinefs in his work. No findicg and feel 
ing himſelf cloſe begirt, and pen’d ap in ftrairs of time 
xpected but that he 
World ike thunder amd lightening out of the Blsekelt cloud. Arer- 
virtu ultima Nea. Hic. never tent 


the date of his poffeffion was now ex red. And however bis 


pl 

Of rhe world, asthe eternal r ine recious 

of | men, (for his otto tay ma fercurio,) vet 
when he ea put ‘doth ae thefamechafe,he 


is in the higbeſt extafie of his delight. His great and deeply Beloved 
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Fort Queries alunt Church-C ommanion, 
_ Into the wor id to diflolve his. And as he knoweth that Crit: 3 
method for the de ſtructioa of his Kingdom was by kindling a 1 
of diviſion in the midſt of it, by means whereof, where five th 
Ge in an houſe, three ſhould be divided Againft two, and twe a- 3 
gNaunſt three, The father divided againſt the fon, andthe ſen 24. 8 
gaiuſt the father, the mother againſt the daughter, and the 4 Luk. 12 6. 1 
Aaugbter against the mother a, cc. in like manner his method, % 5, 3. 
by way ol revenge, and, if it were poſſidle, to deſtroy the Kingdom 
ol Cbriſt, is, by eaſting fire too, a fire of diviſion. into that alſo, 
whereby the Saints in their families like wiſe ſhould be divided, che 
husband againſt the wife, and the wife againft the husband; the 
_ father againſt his ſons, and the fons againſt their father; the maſter 


though it be true, that the Deyil bath in former ages caſt ſundry 
fiires ot ſeparation and divifion into that great body or bulk of the 
Profeſſors of Christ in the world (commonly called, the Catho- 
lique Chureh )tanfing hereby great troubles and confufions in 
this Church, and peffibly might ſeparate and divide ſome true 
Sͤaints and Servants of God, from others, partakers ot like precious 


(| attetipt the Kingdom of Chrift ſo compact in it felt, and fo well 


1 mongft us in the Congregational Churches of the Nation, byany 
fire of divifion whatſoever like unto that, which is beſt known in 


tie 
mo 


mmongſt themfelves, and from the vile; in both which cafes tbe 
ſpiritual Kingdom of Cbriſt was rather a gainer, then a loſer. But 


unte the other. By means whereof many {piritual temples and ha. 
delighted to dwell, ire in imminent dange being made wafte 


Calvinifn, Super- w. th 
the {parks of Quaking and Ranting, were, and are, but as 1% 


luamlentes, fites runniag up and, down and licking, only the outhae 
— 


1 
* 


e from the precious, Saints from Saints, Beleevers fiom He- 


fire 


againſt his fervanis, and the ſervants aga ſt their mafter, &c. And 


Faith with them, yet did he never (at leatt fince the Apoſtſes days) 


fortified for its own defence and prefervation, as of late it was . 


world by the name of, Aua baptiſm. By other fires, for the 
5 part he either ſepatated che vile from the precious, or the vt: 


by this fire o Anabaptiſim ( at leaſt as the greate ſt patt of the E. 
gineers, ‘who work wih it, do employ it) he ſeparates only the 


eevers; and makes the one to become as Publicans and Heachens 


Ditations of the living God, fait and large, and wherein bis Scl 


‘god deſolate. Alalz 1 the fires. of Famiiim, 
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| gecomnplithing whereo$Sathan projecheth by this fire, weean- 


ol the houſe, without kindling upon, or burving any the prin. - 
lle che fire kindled: by Ged himſelf heretefore im Zion; the 


meg, either leſs knowing, or leſs conſiderate; and yet withall 
ſo propertied alſo, that perfons who are diligent in the uſe ot 
the touchſtone, and of 


need have ſome what more then ordinary fire, in it. And when 


far other wile. Fer by means of ſuch a 


cipals, or main timber; whereas the fire of Arabaptiſi, is 


fiercentis whereoff was fo fore, (as Jeremiah lamentetn 
And if we diligently confider the nature of that defigo, the. 


not reafonably conceive but that it ſhould be very ſubtil end pee 


‘I netrating (in its kind) I mean very apt and proper to infinuate | 


and convey it ſell inte the judgments and conſcienees of good. 


ints, may not feel the 
fire which isto fepa- 
rate between Silver and Silver, between Gold and Gold, hat 


lonaſt warmth or heat of trathin it. 


Jaan device and work is to fever and divide Sainsfrom 
Saiats, true-beleevers from true beleevers, imbodied as clofe 


falt-together as the fealesof Zéviarhen, the fire whereof he 
muſt make ufe in the operation, muſt be fome notion, opinion, oe 


apprehenfion, one or more, fo calculated aud conditioned, _ 
that in face it may look like a truth of God, and yet in heart be 


compofition or ccniti- © 


tution ss this, it is apt to take good people of lighter and weak. 
er judgments, and lefs confidersté, ind to lt ave thoſe of 1 5 4 
er, and more inquiring : and thus the operation is finifhed, 


and che feparation wrought. For there-is ſetree any Church or 


| congregation of Beleevers, but is compounded of theſe two 


ſie to be taken with 


bol it, in reference to thſe meant by it. but meetly defigna 


forts of psrfons; ſome who are more credulous, and more e- 


appearances; others, Who are more jer 

lous of faces, and who muff fee, afound bottom, before they 
(wich the concurrent practiſe) imbraced’ by tliofe, who re 

‘belt known from others by the Name of Anabapiifts (Tintend 
no xe flection in the term, nor any ayouchment of the 
ion]! 


} 


is of that calculation we {peak of: it hath 2 face or ſhe , both ot 
ttu h, snd Godlinefs bat it hath an heart of error, and.pro- 


phaneneſr. By meuns ef the former it captivateth one fort of 


men: 
a. 
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ment by means of the latter, it alienatech the; ‘and 
dffeckions ol others from it. 

Ino dot (good Reader) whether thou haft taken any no- 
tice gither of the Fe urty Queries about Church-communion 
nod Baptilm (ſome while fince publiſned) or of the Anfwer 
(io called) to them, publifhed more lately. 1 judg it dot 
Worth, eicher mine, or any other mms paim, to mike an 
Anti- unſ wer, or jaſt reply. Heaving sta feather is too child 


ih a poſture for aman, Something may be faid in commen- 


@ation of a fait fare, alchough the heart relating to it be no rer io 


i 
H 


flnl and bad. My Antiquerift is a mam of ‘parts and worth, in hi? 


ſphete: but what the word of God, ind evidenes of truth make 
What parts or abilities of man are able to make ſtreight? 

I chall, upon occafion of the fubjett difcourfed in the prece- 
Anre of theſe papers, here only fay this (giving in withal a 
ſſmull firſt- fruits ef an account for fach my belief) that I verily 
boleeve that there is nothing anfwered to any one of the ſaid 


Fourty Queries, but-what is defeétive, either in point of per- 


| 
— 
on, partly 


ttineney, or of truth, or at leaſt of proof. The grounds of my 
Feleaith in this kind, are partly the nature and import of the queſti - 


which I have had time to weigh and conſider. 
For the former; If I ſhould propoſe iuch u queſtion, the tenor 
. swhereof ſhould import, that I verily beleeve the Sun to be up 
mit ndoon day, or, that the body ought not to be ſact iſiced upon 
ttha ſerviee of the fhadow, or the rayment belonging to it, or ~ 
tte lie; could I expect, or thiak, that he who fhould under- 
tale in Anfwer tofuch my Queftions, to overthrow my belief 
imported in either, could alledg or inſiſt upon any thing, but 
which of neceffity muſt be, either impertinent, or untrue (it 
not both) or if neither, yet uncertain , which in clofe dilpu - 
‘tations, efpecially if the degree of uncertainty be any thing con- 
- fiderable, amounts to little more, then to that which is un- 
the latter; becaufe J would not be thought to feek out 
be more obnoxious, or | 
his weakoefs in the beſt 


weak, I fhall gives. brief account: 


, a of his ſtrength; for I prefume that if he be ſtronger thea him- 


ſelf any where, it is in che front of his battail, ind in his formolt 


the tenor und ſubſtance of ſuch of the Anfwers, 


‘ 5 | 
? 
* 
> 
* 
1 
7 
ti 


tions both of his firſt and {ccond Anſwers, be dot lefs either in 


or leaſt in proof. 


Queriſt, viz. that Conſtitut ing of Churches without B aptiſi 
a corrupt practiſe; 3. That Infant-Hprinkling 1 a corrupt prace 
tiſe alſo. Nowy what an impertinency is ic in arguing, to aſſert 
that without proof, which is denyed by the adverſe party (and 
that in the Qu ſtion it felf under debate,) and withall to build the 


procefs of the diſpute upon it? 


ö tras no [uch practiſe, as. either conſtitut ing of Churches wit hout 
Buaptiſis, or fprinkling of infants, on foot in tht world, till after 


all the Books of the Holy Scriptures were finifoed. Tbis likewiſe 
bes ffirms without all proof, not withſtanding he well knows that 
the fence of his Querift ſtands to the contrary. This is of the ſame 


bouſe and lineage of impertineney with the former. 


* 


3. He builds another ftrein of his Anſwer upon this ground ; c 


that the Queriſt hath diſclaimed communion with the Church 
Kom, and the Parochial Churches in England; and this upon this 
grouod, hecauſe there ts x0 example in Scripture for {ach Church. 


ed communion with the Church of Rome, more then I have done 
With the Ci 


ſhou d have difelaimed communion with thefe Churches, becaufe 
there is no example in Sc: iptuie of ſuch Church-Conftitstions 
my Anti quer. ſt is very much miflaken in this: for I dc laim no 


“of this action in the Scripture’; as neither do I perform any action, 
, fimply be canfe chere is an example of ſuch an action here. Burjthe 


nd fuffisient grounds in the Scripture for. my doing of many 


e 


Therefore let u (in word) fee whether the fonnda⸗ 


I. Ia his Anſwer to the firſt Query, he layeth for one ground 
hereof, that whichis the matter of qu eſtion between him, and his 


Fon ſtii ation, as that of Rome and England its. Here are more un. 
tt uths one, un efsa very improper conſtruction of the phrafe, 
diiſelaim commun ion, contracts the number. For I never diſclaim. 


4 buch of Malomet. not had I ever oceaſion to do tbe 
onye, More then the other. But the Grand unituth here is, that I 


action w hatſoevet upon this account, becaufe there is no example 


quate ground of myndi/¢/aiming avy action (and ſo of com- 
fauniog with any Church whatfoever) is, that I find no ſufficient 
Pa 32 in che Scriptures for my doing it. But I my (and do) 


thir gs, 


( as hath beenfaid ) er in Truth (it not in bath) 


2. Helaye:h this for another ground of his Anfwer ; that there 
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a a . Neither is it at all pertinent to the bufine(s before him, to in- ae 
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cx bowſoever admimiſtred, is any part of, or ingred 
q Chine 


— of which I find here no examples. However, upon this 

miſtaken ground of my dilclaiming communĩon with theſe two 

Churcdes, he goeth on his way mertily, 

4. He advanceth fuppofing yet further, that Ehold commanion 

wiel Clurches built upon Tifant-Baptifm. Surely here is a Pair 

miſtalkes: one, about bis own; another, about my practiſe. 

1. Himſelf difclaims communion with thoſe ‘Societies 

Saints, which here he calls, Churches, meerly upon this account, 

beenuſe they are no (7 burches. 2. Whereas be 79 me with 

ing cammunion With Churches built upon Infant-Baptifm, 

the truth is, that I hold no communion with ſuch Churches; nor 

do Low any Cherch, one ot other, built upon any. Baptiſes, 0 

Iafant-Bapti(m, ot Belcever-· Baptiſn. The Churches 

t peſtles and Prophets, fefus ( briſt himſalf being 


form his Querift, or — that there is example in abundance in 
Jeripture of burches of a better Conftitusion, [he means, then 
Churches built upon infant. ſuch as he fuppofeth 
bold communion with, and that this ay of Saints bapticed after, 
they bad beles vnd. whenfocver, | | 
ient into, 
itution, more then the Gof or the pr 2 
or the ſervice ol the Lords T 
tIZOd on.the contrary of a con- 
ee hough there liave been fome detect or aityin 
An. is extrinfecal to Church · coriſtitution, 
face ot hands is to the conſtitutioa ot c 
of his natural body Yo 49 a | 
6. Another miftaken ground, 
5. that the Queriſt, | 
of circumesfing Infants, under 6. ren. 
ring the.baptizsng of Infants unden the Geſpel. I confeſa if we 


be builds 


1 ‘we thould plead much after the rate of chofe, 
who plead: the unlawyfulneſs ot Church communion with the 


fe 
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them in every gir- 
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requires 

fnold, that had there precept given, 

At Sotpel for baptizing, the prec circumci 
der the Law, could not have j 


94 nefs (much leis the meceffity 


of od to have pitehed 


freind'the Anti querift)we fhonid take dur lea 


— J 
— 
— 


whereon, we 


rn about Baptizing. We are far from either fa ying or 


rn, 
un- 
iwing chem 
We do not go- to p | 
ptir ing, the precepi 
of eireumciſing 1 this is in the Antiquer ii 
Adverfaries : but we receiving a preeept, 
from God under the Gofpel for baptizing, withoutany.deter- 
mination certain age of the perſons, to 


bo by vertus of this precope baptized, and 


under the 


like fpiritual Genie 
cation and import wit Baptiſm, judg our ftlves bound in con» 
ſeience rather to he directed to the proper ſubject of en 
thie: Couneel ol God in a cafe of like arture, ther to culu 
coder, of met ia dhe 


\ist it be no om 
mis not att 
uporrthe gaod Word of Goch it felf” rex 
fob; or heed, bid adieu 10 this caufe, although (to ple 
our reafon-. 
“from the of cirenmeifion to the more appropriate 
Baptifor. Tea thin bur good freind himiclf. being fb 
well acquainted with us, mit 
he Rock of tha 8 
t cireum at 
been md Agcking at ofthen-Cw 


at we 
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then any ways weak, 
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of this sntwer whic 
Helemma mi the Pelobaptiſts juffer themielves to be 
. ? Here the Anti- queriſt (it Querif him. 


Ce: 


But it he hath not an happier ſtroke in Anti- queriſm, then 


ia Qperiſm, he had hetter harken the Provarb, Ad aum deta- 
eld, and leave his paper a white as he found it. The Ppedo- 
biuptiſts need not fear goaring by either of the horns of his Di- 
lum they Rand. fo ſtatingiy wide, that there is roomth 
| eneugh-and enough for ſea ven men to pats abreſt between them. 
For fieſt, the mans Dilamma taketh it for granted, that uncir- 
ere exoluded ſurely he means, 4 


Ways, not 
fomaetimes, ex in ſome cafes only; for this avou'd fink. the ſay- 


| ing tos far beneath his cauſe) from acta of Church Comrannion, 
will cincumeiſton was is force, Mill he fay that women wers 


citeumoiſed 2 or that they were excluded from acts of Church- 
communion, becaufe 


cladedifrom all acts of Church communion for Forty Vears to- 


Au 


ones 


thor of it, mey fromthe cnclafion.of uncireumcifed 


ander the Law from acts of Church communion then, a8 well 


uſion of unbaptined, or uaduly baptiged ones 


fer, then mine. That 
emand 


ck 


\ 


ebe bora 


they were uncircumcifedi? or that all 


on now, .esweresfon 


fay, chat Baptiſm ſuecesds 


hole, io were Hot « cumciiea inthe S, Were e 
. fafd Dilemma ve alt hat | 
argue to the-exc 
nader the Gof pel, -from'C hurch-eommuni 
fromthe ſub jest of eircumcifion,.to the fuyject.er Beptiim,. 
Inder hat .principle.or.greand in reaſon ſueh afup- | 
offereth upon this uccouat, is uo better then gibbtieh or den- 
fence unte mt. the. fame: things baue the fame 
dem to bis mutt -plough-with a: ftroager and nimbler | 
hey hich J ſuppoſe tha man would 
1 is moſt unreafonable and impor- 
it ‘How empty ſuch a 
a8 this of ronſon, and of ttuth, hath been ſhewed 
tae laß of our And hewever ſome of 


Succeffor unto eircumeiſion, or no.. 
sbe bot too far {pent with 


— 


Concerning the Anſver to the 


ſuch, in ſome xeſpects, by one of the Grert Apoſtles of the An- 


ti-querifts F aich in the matter of Biptiſm, ) yet have we no need: 


5 of {uch a fayirg to ſupport ont ceufe of Infant Baptiſm. For 
the analogy or proportion of reafon, from whence wear 


that Infants may be as well the ſubjects of Baptifm,as of cel 
ciſion, may equally ſtand, whether Baptifm be 


But if our good Freinds Intellectual 
the ftrengch of the Iochantment upon him, but that he yet re- 
mains in ſome competent capacity to receive inſtruction, I ſhall 
here (once for all) give him an account, why, though it were 
to be granted (which yet it is not, but only with limitation, as 
was lately facwed) that want of circumciſion did txelude 


0 from Church: thip under the Law, yet this at no hand proveth; 


under the Law, the ftate and condition of it was more ſervile, 
then now under the Goſpel. Now I fay that the beir at long 


gout of ſubjection to a 
| fo@ver, as it was under the Law. Nor are the external Cere- 
. | monies of the Goſpel preſſad upon like terms of peremptorinefs 
Aud ſeverity, upon the Saints, as thofe of the Law. were im- 

pPoſed upon 


eee founded. But fomevwhiat to this 


under the Gofpe. 


‘ 


6 that there fore a defect of, ot in, Baptiſm, ſhould do the likes 
7 | | 


~ 4% The Church of God being in the Infancy or nonage of 


ashe is à child, differeth nothing from a fervant, though he be 


Tord ef al; Batis under Tutors and Governors, until the time 


‘appointéd of the Father. Even fo Wwe When we were children, 
‘were in bondage under the Elements of tke World, But when the 
fulneſi of time was come, God fent forth bis Son made of a woman, 
mali under the Law, To redeem them that were under ebe Law, 
that We might receive the adoption of Son . In reſpect of this 


looked 


different tate ot the Church ander the Law, and underthe 


SGoſßpel, the Churh is not to be looked: upon us under a like ri- 
ny carnal Ordinance or Ceremony what- 


the carnal Chureh of che Fews, If they were, the 
two fo different States ef the Church ment 


fiderations where we declared , that in the Gofpel, no man 


| $$ threatened for not being Baptized, Baptifm being here en- 
or recommended unto men by way of indulgence, and 
and not with any in- 


811 x tention 


| „ 
| 

? 


ioned, fhould be con- 
puzpofe we {peak in our Con- 
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Queries about Church Commumiom, 
tention on Gods part to render the bare omiffion of it an atti- 
cle of condemnation ageioft aoy man, much after the manner 
Of the Law of the free- wil offer ing under the Law. And where 
agit was faid unto Abrabam concerning circumcifion, He thar 
it born in thy bouſe, and he that is bought With thy mony muft 
edi be circumcifed, It is no where faid unto any perfon in the 
New Teſtament, ye maſt needt be baptized; Yea unto the Banuch -... 
requiring Baptiſm, Philip aniwered, If thou belesveſt with thy 
whole heart, thou Ma 1 T, not, bos Must [be baptized, ] There 
is an eye of this Evangelical liberty concerning external obſerva- 
tlons in th: Iafticution it felf of the other Ordinance alfo, as the 
Apoſtle Paul ecordeth it, 1 (0r.13.2 5.26.7 bis do ye as oft as ye 
do it in remembrance of me. For as al 3e cat thisbread,and 
drink this cup, ye da ſben the Lords death till he come. Here is 
no Injunction of the Qssoties, but a plain intimation of a liberty 
touching this; only the manner of the Totiss is ſtrictly preſerib- 
ed: Which is the direct calculition, or manner of ſanction of 
the Inftitution concerning the free wil offering under the Law. 
I!bis kind of offering wis impofed upon no man, as of neceffi- 
oie ty: only the terms of the oblation of it, when offered, are ſtrict- 


I) preferibed, See Levit. 4.2; 3, &c. and again, Levit, 23. 18. 
19. 20, & c. But, ˙ 
| 2. Céficerning Circumcifion, there never was any queftion 


among the Jews, nor indeed for a queſtion, 
either whether it was commanded by God, or no, or whether 
I e prictiſe of it was to continus till the coming of the Aeſſabl, 
or no; no nor yet concerning the due mode or manner of its 
a adminiftration. So that whofoever refufed to ſobmit to cii- 
cumeiſion, during the reign of in did fae und without diſ- 
pute, openly’ manifelt, yes profeſs diſobedienes to God inan 
‘exprefs command. Whereas the Anti- queriſt well knoweth, 
a that amongft the Saints and fervants of God themfelves, and 
perſonz astender confcienced, of as tich an obediential frame 
of bert towards God, as himſelf, or the beſt of his late. born 


periwwaſiob, thete are many ſetuples, queſtions, and caſes of 
: ‘anfatisfied whether 


moe 


about Baptifm ſome being | 
_ “there be any command of God, or of Carift, ia the Gofpel, | a 


requiring ſubject ion of asiyperion in thefe days, unto ſucha 
“thing ; others, ohethet the mind and 
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tie 


holy, humble, grave and fober ‘Chripiant, 
ably in thew aad. prove, 
theſe part 


this no ways proyeth, 
in any mode its 


Chana 
requuifite, of into under the Calpe), te 


from all 
and whi 


ion under che Law, been like 


as.2 proba 


ind aitthiniftration of it could be wude 


“the of it thay not good, or be er accep. | 
tines with God, be made by ſprinkling, or pouring ‘water on 


the baptiz:d, is by dowzihg or dippitig (tefides feveral others 
of And fuch queſtions and 


e, ‘that ide mind and will of God ti 
‘iculars, is vefy, fparingly, 
fcaptncfs of difcover intheScriptutes, 
The premiſes conſidered, the cafe mutt needs decome plain, 
why 8 = it ould be sptantéed that cireutticifion was made by 
God a neceſſaty condition of Chureb- ſhip under the Law, yet 
‘that he Kath made Biptiſm, eſpecialyß 

on, alike conditien 

under the It God (hould have 
men count Baptifm) ‘for s neceſſary 


intended Baptiſm 


— have made a Law far the idchurching of his Saints,which 
would have extluded the fargreatelt (yen and belt ) part of then 
rt and fellowthip in that gracious 
would have Heterogenéal pericration 


af vain and. looſa 
lets conceit of fe doch 
tolerably imagin, had 15 precept of 


to have occ 


or cin any man 


od concerni 
afioned as m 


any doubt- 
ful diſputations smongit the belt of the ei Nation; ‘ashe 


knew thefigoification mind, concerning inthe 
Solſpel, 9 and raife amonglt the belt of Saints, 


thut he would even have regulated Church - fellowſhip 


them by eireumciſion. | Yea, 
‘(And laſtly) che Re 


gulation ot 


Nort the Levitical Law by, circumcifion the ter 
with hel limitations formerly fpceified ) 75 


ble chat Church: 
be intended by God to be regulated by Baptiim under th 

‘fpel, that it mahar evinceth contrury. For asthe 
commonion of the Church under the: Laww' .. whillt it Libs 
was and in the 
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OUfeurdly, and with much 


og eircumei⸗ | 


OF on- 


now: ‘the groünd- 


eu 


as theſe, undedi. 
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Forty. Queriet about C cc. 


ob it, was regulated by or Lav fiitable to tho ſtuto nd 


condition of it, i. 6. by a Law of a earnal Ordinance; ſo is it rea 


he Communion 


to the con- 


Thus 


* 


Another ground wbereon 0 


B 


inently to-his Cauſe, and with haw little proof; 


priviledges; how can the Scripture lie expraſa ſum Baptiſm to pre- 

tha en ſoymenm of them, when asitddf isowe of theſt privi- 

ipture: ener y thing to: e 
oel priniledgess, Wbem he:hath ipeedied ‘| 
halt. fusther of his aſſertion But,: E 
Sariptere may be: enoughsfor Buptifie tb pre- 
thecempepment fms did ſometimes 


any 


witch be means, we 


fpeakpol,, that Aa 


* 

a 


; 
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low 


fonable to conceive, that the Church under the Geipel being ſpi- 

ritual 61 Pet. 2. 5.) and of mature growth, t — 

thereof ſhauld be regulated by a Law r Rule agreeable 

diiiion and ſtate hereof, and which requireth, and conſiſteth iin, 
ſomawhat that is more fpiritual, and nos by Baptiſm which isa 

Ceremony Clo acknowledged by the Greareft. Maſters 

oß che way called Anabaptifas) as well Circumei- 


they who have eyes ta fee, and heartsto underftand, my 
deatly enough perceive, that however the ſub ject of Baptiſm un- 
der Gofpel may be tationslly caltulaged: by ttiefabje@ of Ci 
cumciſion under the Law; yet cle, Regulation oſ Church- 

Luv, canbe no ground of eſti- 
by Baptiſm under the Goſpel. We 
enſontoß the difference, And thus 


ut 
ig thigafe 


apprecede itdbil, yes and chat 


having falt and handled tha ewo inſulting of the late- tren. 
ack tiemto But 
further: withthe Anfwerer in tis Anſwet 
priviledges, as: is ij for a voluntaryconfentin 12 
the 
| 

| — 


— aes. 
4 
— 


bim 


ten; and ſo an bandred, or a thonfand ?: andconfequen 
Order totally wfide If an hundred, or wthoutsnd; or 
cen thoufands, ſhauld he admitted to Church. pritiledges 


* 


Which is the pont kerevitb the 


3. (And laftly) The Scripture may be as ¢: 


yet be neither exprefs, nor yet virtual or conte 
the Truth is, that che Scriptureis not 
it. > only fome of ui judg ie meet to deſite fuch'a confent of thoſe, 
hom wie judg otherwifé meet to admit into Communion with 


2 in Church: priviledges, to prevent fome 
which itis not 


pertinent here to {pecifie ; FR the {ence of 


others of us is otherwife in the cafe. And, 


10. How impertiaent to his Cauſe is 
perfon man be admitttd upon ſuei terms, [he mens, t 
priviledges without Bapt 


then win nat two if — 
uc 


grand. inconveniences; 


Before 
0.077 500 o> 
xprefs for what he 
faith it is, a8 for a voluntary to 

te quential; for i it. For 
eſs for the {aid ‘confonts: 


-manifeftation of their Faith: (whichymaybe ovber-yays, and 


better ſatiaſaction, dora, then by a 
ſion of all others, who dre able to give no ſuch account ol u work 4 


of Faith in them, would this be a total laying afide of og aga 
der ? Good Reader, confider and judg. 


di wich in exelu- 


by Which men fland enjeyned to obferee Geſpel Order, ds virin- 
men Baptized 
Cb rch-fellowfeip, ai 


communion: with unba 
that which i contrary 


were meer ſtrungers to it. 
Ni Proof is buile upon clatt mitake ‘the 
teach All Nations, Mat. 18. 19. ( nd indeed 


atmifanderftanding of the whole Verſe.) For fia 
ſigniſio to teach men fo, to make shew willin 
then of his falt Proof of cha faid Pofitien thisfenceoftheword 
wu béleeye) neverheard of from amy Wricten 
ban will :) but the word 
to or tench; or (which is thé to do that, 


the Gofpel, [ whieh fence not 


bears the w 


in the Greek: Tongue; 


and however, catmot 


picea 
theresato, But at 
do du Proofs ftand fron: his Pofition, ‘as if they 
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Th Forty Queries about Church. Commuuion, &c. 
my p tſoa be actually, or by way of event or ſucceſs, made s Dix 
ſeiple, ox no. And that this was the proper and only fence of the 
word intended by the Lord Chriſ here, is evident; be eiuſe o- 
therwiſe, 1. He malt be conceived to give a Commiſſion or 
‘Charge to men to do that, which was not in their power to do, 6 
wiz. actually to regenerate, or convert men to the Faith, &c. 
2. It would follow, that although the Apoſtles fhould have taught 
atid preached the Goſpel with never fo much faithfalnefs, yet they 
bad ſalſified the Truſt repoſed in them by Chrif?, and acted ſhort of | 
their Commifsion, if they did not at all times when they preached, 
make thoſe, to whom they preached, actual Beleevers. This con- 
ſidered, how impertinent and inſulſe is that conceit; that an In- 
junction to baptize: ss therefore put by a participle of the preſent 
tenſe, Teich all Nations, baptizing them &c. to imply, that they 
were preſentiy to baptize men wpon their being taught. If this 
were fo, ‘all perfons whatfoever, to whom the Gofpel was at any © 
time preached by the Apoſtles, were, upon their bare hearing of 
it, and whether they beleeved, ot blaſphemed, to have been bap- 
tixed by them. And if there be any ſence at all in theſe words, a 
all examples of that nature in the Acts of the Apoftles do declare, 
ho loud an untruth is it. There is not fo much as sny one r- 
ample throughout the Acts of the Apoſtles, of 4 pet ſon baptized 
brerely or meexliy upon his hearing of the Gofpel preached unto 
him. But how imperiinently this piece of Scripture is alledged, 
dither to prove who, or what kind of perſon, is the proper and 
adequate ſubject of Baptiſm; ox a neceſsitie that all beleeveri to 
the Worlds end, fhould be baptia: d, or otherwiſe be guilty of Sin, 
hach been argued in the preceding Conſidera tions. 
2. How little truth, or pertineney there is in his {cond Proof of 
tze -aforefaid Pofision,. fufficiently :ppeats by the examination of 
the firft. For though the Apoſtles did put the ſaid Commiffion of 
Cbriff into execution according to hi Command, i. e. did both 
teach and baptize, yet it doth not follow from her ce, ether, 
1. That they Sta all that they taught, (the contrary heteunto 
is evident from the Story, Act. 2001, 43 · and 5. 33. and ot ber places) 
T berefore the Teaching mentioned in their Commiſs ion, wasnot 
Rule of their Bap ing. Nor, 2. Doth it follow, that be- 
c uuſa upon theit firſt preaching of the Gofpel in they 
baptiaed thole. whe ther mord, and belec ved, 
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ghevefore they baptized in like manner ill thoſe, or any of thofe, 


ts admit into C hurc he fell om ſbip, either upon ol Baptiſm, ore 
_ any other, chere being not ſo much as the leaſt mention or hint here 

about admifsion into Chureb-fellowthip. Nor is it ſaid, 4 2. 

4417142. either that the Apoſtles admitted any inte Chureh-fellow- · 


they had been bapt zed; But all that is here ſaid (as tothe point 
now in hand) is: Then they that gladly received his Mrd, were 
_ baptized, and the fame day resse li hoya 
e. tbere were added, or added to not, nur Actago - 


3. Histhird and laſi Proof is as itrelativo to bis 


~ 


Poitfcripts Concerning the Anfwer tothe 


who were converted tothe Faith by their after · preaching in tba 
lame place. We tead of no ſuch thing as this in any place of the 


A,, ot elſe whete (as we formerly obferved.) Nor did the tenor 
ol their Commiſsion impofe this upon them. For he that is fim; 
: ply;and-obly commanded to Teach, and to Baptize, ashe is not 
hereby commanded to teach continually, fo neither is he com. 
manded to Gap. always when he ceach?th. But whereas he 
demandeth; What t more plain then that the Commiſſion of 
Chrift to them, was to teach and baptize firft, and to admit into 


Church-fellowfbip therenpon, as vifible in that prime example 


of theirs, Acts 2.41, 42. Lanfwer, This is much more plain, vz. 


that they were not commifsioned in that Commifsion we {peak of, 


ſhip; ot 8. That any were admitted into Church. fellowſhip 


much lefs: thar they were admitted into this fellowship, becanfe 


niſt emphaſeth, or, to the Church, but rather, tothe Lord, as it is, 
Ad 1. 24 J about three thamſaud Souls, Neither is the addi- 
tion here ſpoken of, aſeribed to the Apoſtles: it is not (aid, chat 


they, or any of them, added fo much is one Soul. But if we will 


entitle him unto the addition here ſpolien of, ta whom the Holy 


- Ghoft aſeribeth it, verſ. y. we muſt fay; that it was made by the 
Lord; Andibe Lord added unto the Church daily ſunb as foould 
be faved. Here, where there is enpreſi mention made ol adding o 

the Church, there is no mention made of Bapti N 


together in {itis vot, inte, dur Anti-querift takes moft un- 
worthy liberty, both here, and elfewheremore then once or twice, 


tomif-cite. his Seriptutet ] the Cbrifts by rea- 
fon, op means, of their Water- 
ive latter clauſe of the Verte 
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that all who are thus bapriz 
of his Ref eltion bat we aie faid to be complanted 
with Chrift, Dn, through, or by means of, a likeneſs of his death, 
and to the world: Which is a kind of death holding fome analogy 


i | with, and catrying in it fome refemblance of, that death which 


Cbriſ {uffered upon the Crofs. And the Apoftle informs us, that 
by ſuch a death as this, we become planted together with Cbriſt, 
ie, intereffed with him in that moſt fable, fixed, and unchange- 
able Couneel and Purpofe of God, wherein he hath decreed the 


This fence of the place confidered, how frivolous and impertinent 
& this ſupereilious Interrogatoty, which he builds upon it? And 

may you net therefore as Well ſuppaſt trees to grow together, be- 

fore tien are planted together, as to ſuppeſe Chriftians ta gro 
together before they are planted together? Yet ſurely, as woll the 
lacgeryas the former : hut the mifehiéf of the impertioency is; that 
Chriſtiam may be planted togethet in Cbriſt by a work of morti- 
fication, and ſo grow together, whether they be baptized, or no: 
‘and they may be baptized together, and fo be planted together as 


5 “wither and dye, whileft others grow and proſper. Oc however, 


flach s plantation which is by Biptiſcm only, is no way, or means, 
owth unto any man, Aud yet of che two, itis a. broader ; 

make this demand, in ſtead of a Proof thats 

Baptifm, And what boule ſt and. 


to 
Church cannot ſtand but 
bent its principles, en built withent a foundation, only upon 
Geraden of this sdmonition of the.Apaltie:tothe Lee- 


ofthe beginning of C rad, ws advance comards 


ane his; making, not the practiſe, but the Doctrine, 


a of the /f jon-s ¢. of the body or ſyſteme of that Doc- 


dige, swhich young begioners ,initho Schoal of Christ were wont 


in the place, as imbuilding sfoandation is to bs 


ſige, to prove that one aptiſm, or one uind of Bapiſin, in the 
foundation of.a Church, more eben inathet ? or that any kind of 


4, in ang kind 
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Forty Queries about Church. Communion, rc. 


immortal Glory and Bleſſedneſs of all thoſe that thall ebey him. 


fax as Water can plant them, and yet not grow together; but ſome 


to s ſaperſtraction. Bat What is there in this pal- 


4 more then imspofition of hands? or chat either 
repentauce 
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68 Poi € phe to the 
diad works, or Faith towards God; efpecially confi 
thar theſe two are named in the firſt place, as the principal parts 
ol the Foundation he {peaks of ind Git to be layd ? Lea ſuppoſing 
that the H. bremi, io whom he writes, were a conſtituted Cbureh, 
Aich that he had taught them the Doctrine of Baptiſint under this 
Conſtitution, it evidently follows, either that they were a Church 
dcfore they were baptized, or that they had been baptized before 
55 the, had been inſtructed in the Doctr ne of Ba ptiſm. I beleeve it 
is much harder for the Anti-: queriſt to . goaring (as he calls 
it) by one or other of the berns of this Dilemma, then we found 
it to make an ec pe from both the horn. of whieh’ 
Wat prepared by him to do the mifehief 
12. Concerning the Text, 1 Cor. 12. 3 Apoſtle 
~~ faith, not as our Anti queriſt eiteth the —— Gorter by the head, 
| thse they wers all baptixed into one Body; but; BY ONE SPI. 
| were all baptixed, &c. this Scripture I fay) we 
ſome what at large in the laft of our Conſiderations; and found 
wer in the heart of it againſt Church-conftitution bj Water Bup- 
ttitſm. Aod running is no poſture for repetitions. Wherens 
my Friend the querift eballengeth me that fome whilefinee 
I interpreted this ture comportingly with his notion; the 
truth is, that I do not find ſuch x line in any fragment bf the bi fee 
ol my hfe extant at preſent dn my memory j yer beeiuſe I 
‘find fo li ile ftedfaftnefs in ny memory, 1 d6; L had rather iat 
ttuſt my Friend and his memory, them mine But 
“this well remember, that long fince I learned ‘this Chriftian Prin- 
cip e from an Heathen Philofopher, Are 57 
ada A man muft be content to facrifice e uen own 
ings, and opinions, upon the fervice of thie Thiskind of fa- 
eriſice I have oft offered: “and if my Antagonift; and ſome others, 
could be perſwaded to conſeerate themſeſves Prieſts of this Order, 
e with me, the water of Baptifm would be no longer a fire todiwide 4 
between Friends and Friends. But they rather chuſe to be Priefts 
Order; whofe Hiecourgy-or riefiiy Function ‘mainly ftands 
m ita faceificing: the body upom the fervice: of the 
13. Whereas he demands, Ougbe not shat, 
sochems he means; the Apofiles in the primitive times] te dl. 
| 


— 


Ly 


* 
* 
4 
| 
1 1 
— 
| 


| 
h 7 
t | 


Forty Queries about Church-Commuanion, 
impropr I wit haut Bapti/ns, 


eere the fame c ſe, & e. dot he not very impertioenily and 
gtoundleſly fuppote, chat they had 4rea/on noc to ad mic the ad. 


tniſſi on he {peaks o? He hath not hicherto ſo much as intimat. 


el unto us any reaſon at all of ſuch a non- admiſſion in the Apo- 
ftles, as that now mentioned. It chat thould be granted him, 
Which he will never be able to prove, viz. that the Apoſtles 


did not admit into Courch-fellowthip without Baptitm, yet 


it will not follow trom hence, that therefore they had a rea/on | 
to admit none without ĩt; efpecially if the cafe were fo, as the 
Anti querift ſeems to ſuppoſe it, vix. that no unbaptized pet ſon 
euer deſired ſuch admiſſion of them, And ſuppoſe (for gu- 
fake) that they had de facto admited into Church com- 
munion only uobaptized per ſons, it would not follow from 
hende, that therefore they had reaſen to exclude all others, as 
all that were baptized, in cafe they had defired it. If all who 
deſired Church-fellowthip, and confequently all who were ad- 
mitied unto it, were bapt zed; is this any argument or proof, 
that therefore in cafe others had defired it, they muſt needs 
have been ? Ia man ſhould goa fiſhing upon the 
Seas, and ſhould catch only of one ſort ol Eiſh, as ſuppoſc White- 


ings, would it follow that, therefore he had rea/owto catch no 
14. How impoitune and impertinent are thefe words allo! 
If fo, then fareWel all Goſpel obligationt. For if Wwe may take 
liberty to caſt away one Law of Geſpel Order, and Morſtip, then 
Why sot two, and ſo three, aud in the end, al? &. For doth 


he not here ſuppoſe, that icparating from Churches, or perſons, 


| 
| 


to be a realon unto 4 likewife to ef! 


65 


| | 
felt, and his, baptized) is or was,a Law of Go/pel Order, binding 

Chriftians of the firft age ? Surely this Law is written on the 

back- fide of ſome of Pauli Epiſtles, where no man did cv, is 
read it. And they, that take liberty to caſt away this Law, are 

‘more like to bid 4d Go/pel obligations, welcome, then to bid 
them fare wel. Secondly he ſuppoſeth that rules, by which 

the Apoftles ordered themfelves in their times, were binding to ; 
. of that age which is broadly impor tune and truth- ie 
“Jefs. For the truth is, that no rule whatfeever, by which the | 
 Apofles ordered themſelves, as Apoltles (and certain'y, they 


Concerning the Anſuer 
tbem ſeſve 
% any other 


ter jan of that age, but unto themfelves only. 
Thirdly (and laftly) he grand abſurdity, and 
tend ing toa diſſolution of a!l Gofpel Order, to imagin, that 
there Were any Go/pel rules binding only to Cbeiſtians of the rſt 


nge ofthe Gofpel. Dorh he think, that when Chrifians ot the — 

Le he {peaks of, ‘fold their poſſeſſions, lavds, and houses, and 
brongbt the prices of them, and laid them down at the Apoftles — 
fret, they did this itregularly, or without rale ot without a 
rule binding unto them? If this latter, then it follows, that 
either Chrift himiſelf, or his Apoſtles, pre ſcribed ſome rules, 
were not binding. no not unto Chriftians of this fiiſt age? 
he think that that by which thoſe C briſfiau ict. 


‘ral other Go/pel 


teſpected charity, and ſelf-denial; and ſo in reafon ſhould be 
‘mote binding unto us now, then ralis reſpecting only an c ut- 
rite or — pe it wis rule binding ‘unto thoſs 
Chriftians he ſpeaks of, that their women praying or lyin 
ſbould have cheir bead covered, and 7 
fhould have their heads uncover rd. Doth he judge this rule 
binding unto us now? Ordo all men fin whd Propbe/y (i. ae 
joyn wich him thet preahcheth the Word, in the act of hen ing} 
with their beads covered ? I beleeve there are many who fhoula 


covetel; viz. all thofé whe by reafon of weaknefs bt terider- 


many fach rales as thelé) wis binding 


ate to fatter iti their helehs, if they mould dit incover- 


ed fcr an hour of tho together. in scold place and cald ſeaſon. 
There is the fame confiderstion of a frofty-dipping to perſons 
“hat ate valetudinaty, of a crazy ind infirm coriſtitution, though — 
“it Were ſuppoſed that there wasa tule dindidy Chriftians of thar 
age, and of thofe warm Countries, 10 dip at all tigiesimimie. 


diately eren their | Initunce might be given nere. 
which 


rules, 
te halt age, it lealt unte thode particulat c to whom 
“they, were preſeribed, and yet are not ſo ant wow. The rule 
prefetibed ‘the Holy whith preſeribed the /peakix 

4. 276) which prefcribed the holding of the peace to him chit 
Chutch, in cafe any thing Were reverted 
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Were binding unto Chriftians of 
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ing, but one or more of them not fo s 
dow, and upon this account not obſerved 
hence, that they muſt needs bid farewell to all Gospel Obli. 
gations? If my Anti · quetiſt not ſeeing, or minding a Friend of his 25 

piuaſſiag by him in the ſireet, (nould omit the ſalutations aceuſtomedd 


Or ia caſe aman gathering bis Apples, overlooks ons that is more 
Covered with jeaven or bougbs, then the reft, and foleavithic 


Barty Queries about Church. Communion, 


unto another, (1 Cor.4.30.) which preſeribed abfaining from 
ofered Idols and from blood & c. were binding 


Cbriſtians of the firſt age, to whom they were given; but are 
they all binding unto us now? Or in cafe they were all now bin- 
ehended by Chriſtian: 
them; doth it follow 


tween Friends, doth this tend to the abolifhing or cafting away 
tiendly commerce or expreſſions between them otherwife? 


ungatbered, doth he hereby either diſpoſe, tempt, or encou- 


* 


ranks, and degrees, that 440 of the 


Wat frivolous 


upon occafion they impofed upon one, ſometimes they relaxed un- 


and fo from blo 
ſinitely, 44.15.29. whereas the Apoltle Pal enjoyneth the for- 
mer abſtinence unto the Chureh of Corinth only in the eaſe of 
ement to Idolaters, 
1 g 7,90. compared with Chap. 10. 23, 27,8, and con- 
cerning che latter, he feemeth to relax it unto the generality o, 
Christians (thoſe haply excepted, to whom it had been enjoyned, 


be refufed, if it bereceived With thanksgiving; yea and (which 
is mote confiderable) maliath it a character of men giving becd tis 


aad Si aking in bypecrifie, to command to 


1 5. | ‘Whereas 


vs this one thing more, The Apoſtles were not fo uniform in 
impafing Ordinances upon Churches in their days, but chat What 


to another. They impoſed ahſtinenee from meats offered to Idols, 
and inde- 


upon the Church at Antioch, ſimply 


{candal unto. week Brethren; and of encourag 


together with ethers lying under she like circumftantial obligati- 
ons thetgunto) in that pafiage to Timothy, 1 Tio». 4. 1,2, 3,4. 
where he faith, that very ertature of God is good, and nothing to 


ſedusing fpirits, 
abftain. from. ments, Which Cod croated to be received with 


he Caith, ‘that is i. in 1 Cor. a. 3. 


and the /ike Scriptures lately. 


reafonings are theſe? Let me here ob- 


quoted by him, bat alf allforts, 


71 
ave) 
either others, never to gather Apple more ? 
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the will aud 


Fo ſcript, Concerning the Anſwer tothe 


by the Apoſtle to a baptizing in, or with, 


16. (And laſtly, for this Anfwer ) He faith, that the ſame 
ground Which did ſatuſis Beleevers then Cin the Apoſtles days 
in not joyning in Church fellowfhip with perfons unbaptized, 


though they did beleev ſerve to fatufie baptized Bee 


leevers now tonching the lawfulne(s of the fame practiſe, Which 


point ment of feſus Chrift that ſo it foould be, &c. 
But to how little purpoſe ‘is this faid? For, 1. He hath not y 


? 2. In cafe he had proved 


theſe times (is iti all other) did, and eſpecia ly did not, many thing, 
upon other grounds, then this, as vie becanle they have 


fon, opportunity. or neceffity to do them. They did not joyn 


themfclves ina Team with Horſet, or after the mannet of Horfes, 
to draw Carts, or Wains ; they did not, at leaft many of them di 


Sea. Did they the doing of theſe things (and 3 


Like unto them) upon this ground, or motive, becauſe be 
will and appoini ment of Ieſus Cbriſt that ſo it ſpouldbe? How 
uncouth, ſapleſs, and without favor, are ſuch conceits and reafon- 
as thefe? Tue baptized Belee vers he {peaks of 
bly not joyn in Church- ſello wſhip with unbaptized Beleevers, 
only upon this ground; v. beczuſe no fuch defited this fellow- 

ip With them. But will thie ground ſer us to fatitſis baptized 


a practiſe, when 


Belcever now tonching the lan fulneſi ſuch 
as there axe hom they. 


hom they call unbaptized, who deſire this 


fcllowthip wich them ? Bat it is no great marvel that the Carver, 
though a good Artift, ein no better Arircury the wood 


micht poli- 


Spirit baptized inte one Body. But how impertinent, yea and 
voyd of truth is ir to aſeribe that usto Water-Baptifm, which is 
ſo exprefly attributed 

tbe Spirit ? But this Seripture hath been argued more at large. 


proved ( nor I beleeve ever will) that baptized Beleevers in te 
Apoſtles days did not joyn in Church-fellowfhip with perfons un- 
baptized, though Beleevers. And how impertinent is it in argu- 
ing, to ſuppoſe that without proof, which a man Kno weth is den j: 
eld by his adverfary? 2. In cafe l ‘oved, of could prove, 
ſuch aching; (I mean, that baptized Beleevers-did not joyn in 
Church fellow ſhip with unbapted Beleevert,) yet would it not 
follow from hence, that therefore they did not thus joyn with ſuch 
upon apy ſuch ground as this, viz. becauſe it was the will and 


4 


not, joyn with Merchants where they lived, in their Adventures by 
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| 
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throughout, fo much as touch upon 


Preceps 


with ad thing befides, he f 


« 4 

* 

— 
* 
| fucce 


werk upon, is not for it 3. (And laftly) The non- 


Vor: unbaptized, could ‘it be proved, would fer to fais fe 


Beleevers nem touching of the fame 
But bot to joyn, and to break off or ſe patate after joyning are two 
very different practiſes. That ground which would fatisfie a beleev- 


ing man or woman for their not joyning in marriage with an Infidel 


or Uobeleever; will not ſerve to fatistie them touching the la w- 


of the praétife of feparation from hich. ot ber, marriage. 
his tunn 


Tbereſore my Anti-querif doth not argue pertinently at t 
neither. Hepleads another Cauſo in ftead ‘of his own. 
Forsa cloze to what at —.— I reply to his Anfwer given unto 
my fir Query, it is very vable, that he doth not rah long 

ich the 


one thing, 


xfter my thing beſides. The Quety thus ſaluteth him: whether 
„er Example, in ehe Gospel, of any perfow, 


ing been Es Pa ecTALLY Artin 


laſt words, ¢/pecially 
tical as any ot 


hardier pioched 


For THA To Haver Bess?’ Th 
after manner, ce. which are empha 
the Query, and With which he found bis Caufe 


— — who dif 


slefly,) but sifo that they dilelrmed this Comm 
upon the account only of thrir not having bern Bap 
neither little nor much to 


> 


nd hich: 


* 


of NW N | 


ed, Whe diſclaimed Chriftian Communion, 


they But 
this point, im Read of atAnfwer 


in full to the Query before him, he giveth: us Anfwe? that ir 
— | | ap alls 


Belee vers in Church. fello wſhip with Brlee⸗- 


Whom de judged trie Béleevers; upon an acconnt 


nly diſlembles in his Anſwer, 

nd compe | 

atrempted'co prove, that there ate 

o/difdlaimed Church 

een ‘account of their nes 
(which indèed hefiach attempted; ‘tfidugh 

tired af 


bath to werl 
joyping of baptized 


Sin A Ad He Jab eb Ir 
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Ta Queries hirch- Communion eye. 73 
as it they were not. 
Query, he thould not 
| examples in th fe’ 
| Be 
8 been baptizec 
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be Anfwer - (Coneerning 
| | to ate aes {pinning with the former, and in neither raſpect, either of pecti- 


Query, 
, Mines. 


Sa Corgt before, Aud 18 his. 


be, dorh, 


ume Guide directed, him to under tale fomowhet elſe in 


whe 
unto the C 
wilely confid 


wen worde 


bis Anfwer to the ſe cond Query, it is of 2 like raw 


Been ot of outs any whit mote conſideruble then it. For, 

1. To tale notice in the beginning of this Anfwet,of cke lame 
Tergivetfation, which we reſpited to su cloze of the former) He 
doth his good will to fay —— to what he conceived more 
repliable in the Query; hut that which he apprehended (as he had 
res ſon to do) more intractable, he enſwereth with Gleneé, and 
a prudential flip. . Neo by -teanfcribing ſo much ef the 
be induceth his Reader to conceive that he 
pre ſenteth him with the whole; the truth is, that ha wholly ſup- 
preſſeth and leeps out of fight, that..intire elauſe, where in the 
Query beareth — bien. For theſe words are not extamm 
ip his Edition; bad been baptized 


cenſcerated by Walping with Water the fervice of ge- 


to acquaint 
words in Qutry, as thefe, 


his Reader that there were any 


ſtead of apfwering 


any thing to the mutter cpntained 


Fot had his Anſwer intended in theſe 


wards, it muſſ have proved 


or Ci days deoy 
leevers nor 


— 4 
cop wat? 
before cheia This he 
was) —.— — 
om amongſi his underta thetentime 
we are like to have but lame 
. How little reafon, ox of truth) there in the. 
of this Anſwer! For ara they not thefe? It eth 
that abe Agoſtlas and tber bniſtiant 


— 
bid other would have 


— — srincipally 
demanded) oot only whether:ig cap he: 


hp 


— — — — — — 

7 
f 
=. 
J 
j 
* 
‘ 
* 
é 
— — * | 
art. per 
bog 
4 
ay 
Py 
2 
; 4 8 


* 


with, bat further,» whether they wouldshavedeniediths come 
munion ſuch perſons, hom they jodged true Belcevers,. 
tecaufe not baptized. | Now che differente between, declining 
and, denying ‘communion unto, is very broad. 

A Man may decline, 1. not do many th ngs, C viz, in- caſe ho 
de dot xequetted, or defied todo them.] which yet(being re- 

queſted, he would not deny to de. The Apaſtles might very, 
poſſibly decline, i. e, non. admit unbaptiaed Belec ters into 
Church - communion, upon a fappofition that they deſited it not. 


And yet as poſſibly, Nay much more probably, not deny this. — 
‘communion unto chem, in eafe they had deſired it. But ia 


Querie in che tranſcription, wherein this unruly 
by tha, how impet tinently doth he argue 
that &, He undertakes,in the words mentione ? For, 
Chr iſt ians did deelina commbiinion with Beleevers unbapt ed, 
daoth it prefencly 


ments, 


ſien he them. Every quality or i 
is not the reafon or ground oi every thiq chat ie done un- 
No it, nor yet uf the forbearanceof every a(t; clit is not acted: 
my Auntiqueriſt demands; Bat what can seafonably be ſup · 
; {ed to be the reaſon or cauſe why: the Apoſtles or 0 
decline communion. with un- d Beleevers, but 
only their not being baptized; Tanfwer; ;;; 
1. Thats no t 
qdaniiting fo cõmunion. There ba an hundred godlyperſons about 
whom bdo not admit into Church communion ich me, 
Wboſe communion ithiſtanding I cannot with truth be 
whillt.my fhews 
others,did not admit intoChurch- 


| 


| 


— — — 


— — 


much es che Anti- queriſt had not fo: much as in colour What io 
anſwer to this ſtrein, touch of the Quorie, his prudentials be- 
frianded him with chis gem; to leave out th ole wardsiof tbo 
“demand was 


| 


| 


ow, chat: therefore they declined: icy be- 
cnuſe hey mere zed? A man decliaes ſuch and foch 
ich ars tender and oaſie of digeſt ions but this pro 

etc net, that their tendennefs, vor eafinels of digeſbion is the tes 
propesty in a ſub· 


uppote it Mould bo graried him that che Apoftles and 


-- 


or others, 


ptized; ne doth not at hereby 


| 


| 
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Churck»communien, but fuch 
tized: as the prim trive Chrittiasne:di 


| 


the anſwers of, net admiting. to ‘communion, 
| only Rone given, when bread was demaaded. Let, 


2. To the queſtion now propeunied, Tanfwer; The reaſon 
why the Apoſtles did not admit Beleevers unbaptized into 


be proved) is moſt probably this; viz. becaufe fuch — 
adm iſſion) any perſon againſt his will, or without his defire 


~ Chureh-communien (if this either ſhoul be granted, or could 
ern deſired it not of them. ‘The Apoli les were not wont to ad= 
mit into Church · communion (in that fence we now {peak of 
ſigniſied on ſueh a behalf. If my friendly Anrogonift here re- 
pflies:; but if the: primitive Beleevers did not defire admittance 


not chis ptimitive pattern followed now I znſwer 11 it is 
not affirmed, or granted, that they made no ſuch deſire, but 


{ha only upon fuppefition, and ferargument fake, Let, 


2. ‘The: pattern mentioned, is, as far as I. underſtand, 


rallydoliowed in thefe days; no. perfon that L Know, de 


Who judg thernfelves 
in themdays.:. is. 


How: he ſaith, that it «appears Heat she Apofiles and 
| 


other Chriftians did saline: Churth- communion with Belvevers 
unhaptixad, becanfe unbaptized, needsno furtherevidence then 


lace premiſes which he ſub joyis, is moſt im. 


For what though it never ſo ſuſciemm - 


sized? What is there in this te prove, that therefore the Apo- 
ſtles and (briftians did decline Chureh communion with. Be. 
leavers uubaptixꝭd, becauſe unhuptizod. Hs that can make hand 
and glovs of this reafos, and that which wastobe proved by it, 


bow is poſſible, would I exchange underftendings 


into. Church conununion, until they were baptized, Why ig 


appears tha and did belecve wore | 


eer 


refufing to admit, shem to. 


touimunion 2 Lanſwer; that 


vet this Lam certain ol (and fo may any other pet ſon tendily be) 
acting dothnet noceſſatily ſ up- 
only for and fometimes « Want of power. Bats 


di 
| 


| 


want of an oppor — 


though I.canoot tell har Cal c. precifely how much. 
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bes 


75 ny enmunion, 


0 3. Whereas he turns Queriſt. and demands; willis follow, that 
thefe external rites, and the like, do not avail 


unte mens jnftification, When they are obferved, that 
ere not necrſſarj unte Charch-communion, 
Iſwer affirmatively, yes, is will fellow, For if men way 
ified without Baptifm ; it followys that they may be. 
leere and ba ſanctified alfo, . brought into the 
number of Saints, without it. Now that the will and pleaſure 
ol the Lord Chrift is, that all Saints without exception, whe- 
ther Baptized or unbaptized, whether convinced of the necefsity 


orunconvinced, coul be perfefed ive, built up tothe 


greateſt meetnefs for their Inheritance in light, t hat may be] and 


conſequently admitted imo Church-communion, where the beſt 
means of ſuch an edlficatian are to be found, hath been ſuffiei- 
| * truſt) proved in tho preeeding Conſiderations. Concern- 
ie. — the rite of Cireumcifion, how. and with what limitations it 


ie to Church-communion the Jews; as 
Skewite how different the Conſideration of circumciſion, and 
is, about che Regalation of Churehegommanion, 
been ‘argued at large already. 

And whereas he — How can the Ducrif oft- 


| wate the vines and of Baptifes aste Church- 


eth, hat be is ſo far from doing that, which he is here charg- 
ed to da, chat (as he even new, intimated )his fence is, that there 
is,altogesher a different confideration between Cireumeiſion 


9. Only Aereinhe confeſſeth an agreement between them, 
as net circumeifion, which is, in the flefo 
(Ae. 2.28. meaning, not the circameifion which much com- 


4 (if any ſacb bad 


1 

7 

? 


| “commanion, dot h, &c. the Queriſ anſwer·- 
and alm, in the ir reſpective relations to Church- communi- 


mendeth any man unto God) fo neither is that Baptiſm which 
‘isexternally adminiſtred and receive d. the Bapriin much 


| intere ſfath any perfon in his favour. 


7. Whereas he yet demands, Hew the. Apoftles ov 
riſtia 
have ded, that (uch perſems had 


tiſm, &. 
Whbereſo· 
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retafech denyeth.] to obey 
not only in ſubmittiug unto Bapti/m, but in any other 
his commiods, [being made know N to be his unto him] 

cannot (I ſuppoſe) by any argument or teſtimony whatſoever 
be concluded to beleeve in Chriſ unto jaſtiſieation. But this 
nothing hindereth, but that in ci ſe an eneral 
courſe of his life confeientions, and obfervant of the Laws of 
Cbrift is far as the knowledg heteof ſhall come to him, he may 
de upon this account coneluded a Beleever unto jattification, 
although being ignorant of, or diffatisfied dbour, any particular 

ot beißt, as. fappofe his Law concern ng Baptiſm, he 
ſhould not exhibit obedience unto it. Nor is s beutel to ſub⸗- 
mi unto Baptiſm im theſe days, of like interpretation with 
ſuch a tefulal in the days of 2 Becaufe then there 
could be no place for any quettion or deb, Whether a fubmit- 
ting unto Bapt iſm, at leaft being required by the Apoſtles, wers 
an act — — 7 w 
ſence o e wor ns o not fay His mine) that 

gfubmiffion anto B. the 


ol obedienes unto ( briſt, and others ‘are diffatisfied bout tue 
neceſsiey of it. alt fobebaptized 
then, did the’ a in che 
ſers; yet {appot "tah now 


(Which is the of lately mentio 
ante it tether argueth an 

As the Fews d to 
unto eĩreumeiſion after the had been preact 
them, did not herein reject the Councel of God deta ber 
-cameifion, but imbrace and accept ir; however yeh’ 
before would have been a rejection of it. 


Geſpel Rites by what be Speaks of but b 


he oppofeth both to circumecifion, edd 
them. For whicreas che A 
thus: In Cbri either cirenincifien 
thing, mor but Fart Wafer 

ov: And agein, Circumci pon it nothing, and 
eiſſon is nothing, but Tuska zy OF 
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which is oppofite to ſuch things which are nothing, avail 
nothing, (and conſequently, which is ſome what, and which 


highly availeth) is not Bipefa, nor any other external rite or 
ceremony, but ſuch a thing; which is ag contra - diſtinguiſhable 
againft thefe, as againſt eir eumeiſion, or uneireume ſion them. 
feives, viz. Faith which Workeeh bylove and, The keeping 
of the Commandments of God, Nor doth an eppofition made be- 
tWeen Faith, and Gofpel Ordinances, any whit more ſet them to- 


Leber by the ears, then the Evangelitt Jobw fets Afo(es ard 


| | Crit (whe were and ares 28 good Friend:, a3 Faith and Gofpel 


Waters But He foal baptize yor wich th 
. e Mar, 1. 9. He that faith, Luther was of an attive reſo- 
E, 


axe no two thing: | 
from the other : and confequently may in reſpect hereof, be 


ſabmittiag unto Baptiſm) be the keeping 
ol God yet may it regulacly enough be oppoted to the keeping 
ol the Commandments.ot God, ig one man may be oppoſed un- 
to many, or the fetcing of a mans foot out of his door, to the 
performance of a long journey. But cheſe thing are (T fuppote) 


Wonld ey (wich pet he dotb nor, the Ati. queriſt mat 
bold here; ax too ‘frequently cHeyhere, to mif-recite 
words, ‘the. Header 


Rites) sogether by the ears, in making this oppofition between 


i them: For the Law Was given by Moses: but Grace and 


Truth came by fefus CuR18T. Job, 1. 17. Or then obs Bap- 
“if fet bis Baptiſm, and 2 Baptiſm of Cbriſt, together by the 
ears, by oppafing them thus: I indeed fave baptized you With 
with the Holy Gheft and with 


and tearing {pirit, Melanct bon of a gentle and foft, doth 


pot (et thefe goed Friends tagecben by the cars, but only thews 
in,» notwithſtanding their agreement as delt Conforts 


io che world, but differ in fomething the one 


ed. the one unto the other. Vea though Baptiſm (I mein 
of commaudment 


his Element. 


thine which he-know- 


may rendily obſ rye by comparing tbe 


“‘Origigal all along with the tranfeript) that tbe Go/pe! 
| 


| 
| 
Ttele out of my Ants: 
6. Whereas, he demands; doth the Queriſt make cir- 
cumcifion a Goſpel ite, which is indeed a rite abolsfoed by the 
may much, more honeitly demand, why doth the 
Anti- li to the Qarriſt charge a 
nano vet (he Words of bis 
hits 


Pottfeript, Concerning the Anfmertothe 
Circameifion by a Synechdeche ſpecisi is put for al external rites 
aud ceremonies, yet doth not fuch 2 fsying as this neceflarily 
or ceremonies, being of two kinds, fome of Divine, others ot 
humane inſtitution, the Apoſtle may by the fayd figure Synech- 
doche, mention only. circpmcifion, in ftead of all other Divine 
rites, without fuppoling it to be a Geppel rite, inaſmuch as 
tthere were far more rites of Divine inftitution under the Lew, 

then there are under the Gofpel. His following words, And 
for all kind, certainly for Gofpel rites aud ceremonies 

| for shey are fome ofall, have neither goodneis of fence in them, 

nor pertinency to his bufinefs in hand, For what though cir- 

| cumeifion be pat for all kinds of rites Tot Divine inftitution] and 
coniequently, for Gospel rites alſo, yetdoth it follow irom 
hence, that i: ſelf muſt needs be a Goſpel rite ? By what prin- 
ciple in zeafon is this confequence formed ? Suppofingthete 
are two forts of men in the world, rich, and poor, ind I, 
having occafion te ſpeak of men in general, theuld; to give 
ſioms light to my diſcourſe, inftance in fobs, or 
James, I not by my inftancing Job (torexample) in 
cafe; fappofe him tobe determinately either rich man, 
ora por. But theſe things (1 .confefs) ate ſcirea worth bbs 
‘examining, excepting only that me thinks I perceivemy Anti- 
queriſt ina little extafie of contentment, by vertu ol a couw- 
ccit he bath that 1 have ſo ill behaved my ſelt in the paſſage in 
band, that he can malte lurge earnings hy de ſeant ing upon ſt. 

And I would wilingly — out ot his extaſie. For 
Certain I am, that there is nothing in the Query, rightly under- 

Rood, but is exception-proef, And the truth ĩs, that all things 


ian bis Anfwer to this Query from fitſt to laſt, duly conſideted, 
Wich chat his contentment mentioned, chere tio 
a kind ot diicontent againſt the Apoſtle ſor op- 
poſing Faith, themew Creature, keeping the Commandments of 


. Saad. Unto sircamcifien, and not Baptiſm rather. For ii it 
dad Deen thus; In Chrift neither circumcifion — 
| | any thing, nor nncircumcifien, hut Raptiſm which is 
or plunging into w 


ater, Ibelecve he would 
ashard or heavy te be born, an hand maid chatis heir 
te her Miprit: Prov,30.%3. And I underftand' thaeaGréet 
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Tir Queries about 


Doctor of that way, taking occafion dot long ſince to open tho 
ſſnnid paſſage of the Apoſtle to his people, made fpeciall treafure of 
bis obſervation from it, that although the Apoftle faith , That in 


Christ ciremmciſion availeth nothing, yet he doth nt fay 


that Biptifm availeth nothing. If be had underſtood the Apoſtle 

( trouble of mind not much incident to th t generation) he muſt 

veedzs have known, that however the Apoſtle did not in ſo mau 
words fay, That Baptiſin availeth nothing, yet conſttuctiy ly 
nnd in pregnancie and neer-handedn.{s of confequence,he ſaid exe- 


ry whit as mach, yeaand fomewhag more too. For by ſhuting out 
Circumciſion inttance- wife, together with sncircumeifion, and 


letting in onely Faith, the New creature, the keeping the Com- 


mand e God, it is a plain cafe that together with circumcifion he 
excluded Bapti/m alſo, yea and all other c remoniall practieatiors 


„whereby 


competent inſtance, or example 


gregations. But, 15 i 
5. My Ati queriſt greatne 


th the pile of his former impert 


ss not, unleſi he held circumeifion 
any others fince it is againſi common [ence tofay, 


non · availeablencſi of that Which is, ſrom the noh-availeablene/s of 
that whieh is not: which yet would be the trip of the Duerift, if ie 


13 foould not think that circumcifion had ſome manner of inſtitutive 
yea at eminent a being under the Gofpel, as any other rite. 


beings) 
of the 8 Hereunto add we this vaine-glorious vapour 
in tte following Paragrap 


hi Truly I cannot bus think that canfe 


hard-befted,vloas is fain to beg iis bread out of (uch defolate places 


raſed by the band ef e Gofpel to the very ground, The long 


thread of all this. diſcouſe is fpun of tow ‘that bath touched the 
le Fabrick ‘hath been 


dee Tus baſi and ground work of the w. 
| Soſpel 


L.make the 


wbatſoe unt. But ſuch an obfervation as chat now {pecified, isa 
to eſtimate how un- 


| -worthily the Scriptures. are’ commonly handled. in thofe Con- 


nencies by heaping all theſe words upon it: Neither ſureſy would 

en man (much leſi the Rucrift) be fo impertinent, a te aſſert no 

eternal rite available under the Gospel , becaufe circumc iſios 

tobe as much aGospelrite, a 
7 | Which is 

| leſa is not; and yet more irrational would it be to aſſert the 


| ud that of. Circumcifion for one, whofe foundation was long fince 
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that comparative vailobleneſa Gofpel rites , which I s 
hold. 
Agtiafl both, hals Ihave. 


ſidered. 
already, and lila wiſe vindicated the words of the 
inimation ot fappokitiee of either. Touching the 

add nothing to the pvetniſes . For tho latter, 1 


lrotd any 


bave likewife ſhowed in aa plain 


1 that neither do L. oor the 
avoilsblineſs of Beptiſm, whi 


4 


of Gal, imended together with circamesfen., to exclude ull 


argue the 
the onely: 
as we fogmeriy:heard) from the 
ſamply cenfidered (chi 


Ami-querift 


 gonfideted in shat 


Seriptute before us 


‘and the New Creature. From this oppofition it evidently appes- 
roch, that she Apoftle 


excluding Cércunseifien (with 
with God, which be lolelp afenibes 


we have 
——— 


„ which the Apottle 


maketh.(in the 


vances, 28 well thofe of Gofpel.as tholeof the 
Lew.: This conGdered , it had been. more henour for. the Anti · 


i to have hianlell as free from the charge as the. 
trip, of — 


fence, a0 thas available to fact, 


wrfach as ends therefore neither iethat which is greater 
again, bstanfe that: whith isnot jones avails 
able. therefore neither is that whichis. How ein I but think thus 
my Friend dreamt wakirg,when ſuch reafonings ss choſo, prefent- 


Or 


asthe 
Bithet ho complements 

Leiter unto 
bimſelſ weak indeed in ſuch 
mn, and ſtrain ol whole 


+ or ele he senders 


com 


know: 


at any ſuch rate of non. 


by 
bench che line of the moſt of men. 


it,andFaish; and sgtinberween it, 
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the ſupport of 


is; But. why 


defelate it 
ftrong 
the: 


Boras little cosy 


God 


le bath over and over, 
4 
| NK. 
ens hu d 
* Gopel, or wnaer 
* ghe rites and f | 
| he keeping the commands of God, crc. be fhould 
Gofpel, ebe 17 doth it. But whe- 
ther have demanded a teafon why the Apoftle . 
in reafen hath been given of it; and the ſenſe de- 
is to ba underſtood. ven I ſuppoſe 
* | E tan 
ian about "gs not to "judg b 
"Gad. the Fingla act of an on 
chere of Ged 
186 
| | 4 eed 12 an 
4 2 be to 
* 
de oppoied unto that 
tha 
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A lonour, to overthroꝶ this aſſertion of bie Qweriff, that th 


faith, Letas many 


evident — the oppofition whieh he makés in the very nex 
| {peaking of ſervants of another kind; Bar 


into two ſuch kinds neither, as 
be may plaufibly (at lealt ) anfwer it. Servnnts gte hot 
| diftributed into 
deleeve. Both the one and the other kind of fetvants ire plain 


carriage or behavior of I 


bath fulteyned: no lofs at all in my eſteem pans: 
puri) bat by drawing up ſo 


Queries; as he hath don. For L well know and conſider how: 


tar a miftaken province will oppreſs, abuſe, and belye any 


mans learning, knowledg, parts, and abilities whatfocver. 
I fuppofe there is no need of any further ingegement of mine 
againſt the faid Aofwer ;: the firſt f:nits 


i npertinently he citeth (and upon no better account, vindicat- 
eth) this ot the Apoſtle. ( 1 Tim. 8. 1.) Let AS Many ſer 
vants a3 ave ‘the yoke, conns their Mafters worthy of 


particle, many az, in ſuch cↄnſtructions ‘ss thofe Ro. 6. 3. 
ond Gal. 3 27. is always partitive. when the. Apoftle 
fervants, as are undér the. yoke, conni 
‘¢ doth he thereby ſuppoſe, or imply, that there were foi er 
et vants that were not under the yoke,or' who ere not to count 
their Maſters wort hy all honsur ? Yes (my friend) the 
Apoſtle doth here ſuppoſe chat there were om ‘fétvants not 
under ſuch «yoke as that, whereof he here is is molt 


words, verſe. 2. 
thofe Who bave Beleeving Mafters, 

let them not deſpiſe them, & c. And the beſt 
ly acknowledg and give notice of a diſttibutiob or Pale 
ſervants — kinds, in this context of Seriptute; yet not 
Auntiqueriſt notionet h in his 
obj ction, which he fo favorably ameth again himfelf, 


oke, [ via. of unbeleeving Mafters] 
who are free fom this yoke, as — ſervants to M 


are under the 7 


his manner in any of his Epiſtles, to give difections a 
els,“‘or't 


ly enough fuppofed by 9 tobe Belé¢yers. Not was 4 


being polluted, the | 
whole Lump is hereby ſuffi cien ly proved to be uncle n. Only 
L ſhall take notice from his — to the fourth ‘Query, ho 


At anhfwer 


| 
| 


| 


unto them. How impertinent then is that Which he pret 
Jecti 
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ef thefe Ch 


manyas, 
beleeving members of the Churches of Rome & Galatia ti om 


be unbelerving party of men 


imagin. 
Am eller in Rome, at the time of writing this. Epifile, nor had 


many 4 uſed. Nom 6. 3. Gal. | 


4 * wa 


vic. thar thaſo ex pr eſſſong 


| 3.37, sutentionally only raſpett thefe at Rome (una ſo Galatia 


| reforeare partitive — 
in reſpedt of others the inbabitantsiof thofe places, dividing thofe é 
arches ſnom others dwelling in tbe fame places, &c· For 
what can be more evident then that the Apoftle by the particle, 

as, in theScriptures beſore us, did not intend to divide 


in theie places; but only beleev- 
ers themſelvs amongſt them ſelvs, the baptized, from the un- 
baptized ; canfidering that in, tho former of the {aid places, he 
expreficth himſelf thus; Nm ye not that ſo many of US as 


were baptized into Ieſus Chriſt, & c. and ia the latter, thus: 


For as many of YOU a have beus baptized, it worthy 


6 any mans belief, that Paul writing thus to the beleeving mem- 


bers of the Church at Rome, Know ye not that ſo many of u tba 
Were baptized, &c. ſhould either in the pronoun, Us include 
Nero, with all the rabble of pagan Idolater in Rome, 18 if he 
wrot to theſe, aswell asco the Saints or that he intended to 


ſigniſie unto them, that himfelf was one of thoſe, who dwelt 
in Rome? Or is not his meaning in ſaying /o many of ut 4, & c. 


clearly this, that as many of ws Saints, or of #s beleevers, who 


have deen baptized? For in what other confideration, iel uin. 


he ſhould make himſelf one of them, is not eaſie to 
vident itis from Chap. 1. 13. 15. that he was no 


or 


—— 


been any time b. fore. So likewife when he writes to the 


Churches, and members of the Churches of Galatia, thus; 
For as many of YOU as bave been baptized, & c. can his 


meaning be, as many of you Whe dwell in Galatia, as have been 


baptized ? Or doth not ſuch a fence as this plainly imply, that 
he wrote his Epiftle afwelto the Infidels in the Countries of 


Galatia, as to the members of the Chriftian Chu ches there? 


Therefore ( queſtionleſs) the Apoſtles meaning in che words 
before us, is plainly and directly this : A many of you, who 


being membersof che Churches of Galatsa, bve been baptized 


‘gate Chrif, have put on Cbri : and confequently the particle 
Geet, 43 many at, is not partitive of the belee ers in the places 
mentioned, from the reft ol unbeleeving 
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144 
the Anuer to the 


1 thofe that bad been bap- 
tized, from theflg who wers at unbuptiaro, in either 


place refpectively 3 fence ot the two 


This to be the exprefs 
pa ſſages mentioned might be further evidenced by the light of 
fundry confiderations, but that we judge the mre alrea- 
dy levied ſufficiem to eftablifh that eonclufion, then 
fo ele ax acafe, that there were fome members of — 
the days, Who were anbaptized, at le aſt fot 2 time, 
it undenyably follows, that Biptifm is no Conſt itutor of 
Churches; as tha beloved notion of my Anti-querift bearetb. 
Concerning that Copweb- piece, ftiled by che Author, Some 
Bapti(mal abufes briefly diſe wherewith ſome filly flies 


(as 1 und erſtand) have been intangled. und eatehed, there is 
a belome preparing for the brufsing away 


of thae from the 
ind ach not been dif- 


herein ehe Bing, and the worlt of the fo is, 
wherein t ing. the wor on 
‘cat off and away hereby. 


— 4 | 2 9 | 

* 


= 
ĩ2— K —U——— 
7 


14 es wt Bs * 
— — 
| 
) | 
Fas 
* | 
| 
i | 
2 be 1 — 


> * 4 


3 * 
7 a a — f = — 
ay 
t 
Teer * if 
y 
— 
~ 
* 
be 
* 4 ¥ 14 
— 
0 
> 
4 
— 4 
* 
3 ‘ 
* 
. 7 4 
* 
z 
4, 
et 
ay: 
11 
2 
~ 
2 
11 
4 


| 


Baptilm, is, is, by the Modern ot: it 
1. True, but not 9 
ay and therefore not pertinent. 
Conje@turall onely, and 
‘Tittle pertinent, 

1. ‘Ail thole Texts of Seripture,on which they mil-ground fir 
— — Au, Mat. 19. 28. Mar. 
AG. 2. 38, 41. 8. 37. Rom, 394: 2. 12, 


— 


| 


2. be negletted or 
eee This sightly underſtood, and with due ‘limication; is 


ANATOMY 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| JOCTrINEs, aNd prackiics ; Bü are itreiative Co 
Doctrine and Practiſe of Ana Baptiſm. 3 | 
2, Of this fort alfo, are thefe, end fome other like Tenenes upon 
they build their faid Fabrick. q 
1. That in the a either Hes 
2435 Offthefecond fora are theſa 
That in cafe were not Baptized in the dayes of Jabs 
ift, nor of Chri so then ap. 


of Abrabam onely. 


7 he Anatomy if 


2. That Cireumeifion was neither fign nor feal of the Righte- 
- onfnefs ol Faith, or of the Covenant of Grace, but unto the perfon | 


3. That Baptifm it felf is vo deal of che Covenant of Grece un- 
to any perfon whatfoever, but a fign onely. 

4. That an Adminiftration of Baptifm made. to profeffing Be- 
levers, doth more condnee unto 1 better anfwer the ends of 
, then that which is made to Inſants. 

4. That Infant- Baptiſm is dHiagrocable to the Miciftration of 
N:w Teftamen:. >, | 
6. That none ought to be Baptized but bebe (a thei own 


unto 
7. That Infant. Baptiſm iss ovllite. 


8. That Jofane-Chureh-member-fhip was 


nie, and abolifhed ( with che reſt of the Caen d | 
_ | Chrift in the Gofpell | 
g. Thata profeffion of Faith, vehethel reel or . 4 
warrantable ground, whereon to adininifter Bapt 
eftate in Grace, though atteſted by God himſelf. 


petia Com- 


10. That any Perfon un-baptized 1 May, 
miffion from God, and without proof-making of ſuch i Commif- 


fon, adminiſter Baptifm.; and that ſuch a mans Adminiftration — 
with alt the defcending from it it) 


Iaſtitution of Chriſt. 
perfon prensnding to 


11. That any 


have been baptized, whether inveftéd into any Office, or not, 
muy aslawfully adminiſter Baptiſm „ ashe chat i is an Other in a 


2 
12. That not fimply Biptiſm. bot the of Baptifon 

do belee vers one y, is an Ordinance of Cbriſt properly ſo called. 
1 Tbat tbere can be no ‘warrantable ground itor the adminiftra- 


et tion ot an Ordinance to ſuch or fuch 2 ſubject, or after ‘fach or 


ſuch a manner, but either a particular and ex or, or 

example of, the one, and 25 

14. That there ought to be a refemblance, or of be- 

ind the chicly ‘fignified Din there between tbo 
pleco whch we br celler; and was between the 
on Which and‘ the 
110 


croſs 
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though void of faving Grace, 


Saints ; whereas others not fo 
 ‘withRanding ‘the greateft 

of their lives, and converfations ochetwife. 
1g. That children under che Gofpel ire more unworthy, more 


ummitet, leſs capable; fabjeRsof then they were ot cit- 


0. That it wus better, tod edifying 

the initiating or firft Sacramental 
che Gofpel; it ie Worſe, edifying thetm to 
reinbitat. the time, and berter and more edifying 
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role timber, on which the Lord Chriſt wis Cricified ; and 


again beeween the Rꝛic- bow, snd the ſafty of the Ruth from 
drowoing, between Citcumeifion,. and the: Covenant which 


God made with Abraham, and his feed.) 


| 15. That the Baptiz: of Infants is uly beeuſ it 
nota O. dinance of dite win 


16 That obedience to external Rites, 


| tions, is to be preferred before obedience to the Law of aan 
ot to the precepts of the Moral Lao. 


| on any occaſion or confideration what(ocvers 
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17. That no cireumftance mentioned in the Tenour of an Infti- 
tution, or obferv: d in the firſt Adminiftration thereof, can with- 
out fin either be omitted, or varied, in after Adqinftrations, up- 


Th, Thee River of dipping, 


by vertue ſuch their Biptiſm, rendered 


cumcifion under the LawW . 

unto men to teceive 
of Gods Pacherly love and 
the Law ; and that now 


to receive 
¥ot diferetion, 


Vie. When tab y come to year 
21. That the ci, who Cori?) fo came ur- 
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tber themlétvery Detete ot 

in the done s ‘sd God much 
€ indulgent unt ent 1 7 ca and unto Parents in reference 


Law, then he is under the Gofpel. 
children of Church pri- 
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23 That {uch Jews, who, together with there güde, were 

Church- members, before their comi in by Faith unto Chrif, 
by this coming into Chi,, bereaved their this pri- 
viedg without any recompence. | 


Of the Third (and laft) fore are thete, 
1. That there was no child in any of thoſe Families or Houſ- 
holds, e are re corded in the New Teſtam mf to have been 
baptized. 

. That vo In ant or child was Baptized in the cy of lle the 
Biptift, or of C briſt, or of the — 


3. Ftatall, and every the reſpective meer of all and ever 
| the ctive ‘Charehes i in the Apoftles days, were baptized. 
43. That the Eunuch baptized by Philip. 4d. 8. and ſchoſe 
Gintiles commanded by Peter to 
| baptized bya Total Immerſion of their bodies under water by 
thofe, who baptized them. 
5. That perfons, who from their 
ep profefsion of Religion at all, have and con- 


peed the and Faich of in the world, ought 


cars and paſſed in Forty 


Church after the days of the Apo files. brian 


wi That be Adminifted, aged 


the time, —— (through | the Romdece ot God 
the Miniſtty of it, unto t 


Ol thefe thres kinds of 
now re prefented) that the 


lofaney, or Gt capacity of 


baptized, Act. 10. were 
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